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LXXXVIL An Explication of all the In- 
fcriptions in the Palmyrene Language and 
CharaBer hitherto publijtid. In five Let- 
ters from the Reverend Mr, John Swintoti, 
M. A, of Chrift-Church, Oxford, and 
F. R. S, to the Reverend Thomas Birch * 
D. D, Secret, R, S, 

ffa Jt X- E ? Jk\p JL*r- 

SIR, Chrift-Chiireh, Oxford, May 30, 1754* 

lead jane** {^Everal copies of the Ruins of Pa!~ 
*754- ^ ^ yr ^ reached Oxford, towards the 
clofe of December 1 7 f 3 * one of which was pur- 
chafed by the Reverend Mr. Godwyft, Fellow of Bal- 
liol College, a gentleman of great learning, and an 
eminent tutor o£ that houfe. At his invitation,. I 
looked over with him the finifhed plates* exhibiting 
to our view thole noble remains; of antiquity^ which 
gave both of us infinite pleafure and deKght \ though 
we then only caft our eyes upon the inferiptions, and 
particularly thofe that are the fubjed of this letter, 
m a curfory manner. 

In the beginning of January 1754, Mr. Godwyn 
informed me,, that he had difcovered feveral letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet^ by the help of the Greek 
inferiptions correfpoJiding with fome of thofe drawn* 
in the Palmyrene character ; and that he could even 
decipher a few words in feveral of the latter inferip- 
tions. At the fame time, he defired me to apply my- 
felf to the interpretation of thofe inferiptions, and the 

difcovery 
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ATAlBCUACDKAlXLAAAXBHACDnXTPCOOlC OCOfC 
KMTOC I r NON APrYPOYNC YNnANTlKOZJU (JUANC6HKC 

TATP-HAIO^POCANTlOXOYAAPtANOCnAXHYPHNOaiclUNlXlUDNYnCP 
COJTHPlACAYIOTKMKYBIOTKAinCKNUNCTOTCZ M WNOCIKPfflOY 

NVM.H. Ta/ien fivmyie/a.ndj Palaeft .Illuft. Tom.I.^.^ji?. N. /. 
JFrom a, 997/. o/i/i& l%d. 771 T ' MC?Ui>t(/aa>, w/io cMm£jI it/ionvx/ie- Stone tft /6<?t. 

ah MeriCTdJ KtpAYNicu ynepc^THPiAC tpa-aapianoy 

C€BTOy KVPIOV ArAQANr^AOCABlAHNOC TMC *£K/\T\QAC-OC 
THN KAMAPAN tuKOAOMHCtN KAl THN KAJNH.- €H l*Ux;N 
AN€0HKfN fTOVC^MY MHNOCAa/OV 

KVM. Iff . Ta&en/io?nsy{e/a/ndJ Palaeft .Illuft . Tom. . H .baa. j2d.1$. 2% 

From S/son's Mifcell.erudit. antiq./*^. j. N . 2 . 

SOLI SANCT1SSIMO.SACRVM 
TI. CLAVD1VS FELIX ET 
CLAVD1A HELP1S ET 
TI CLAVDIVS ALYPVS FlL. EORVM 
VOTVM. SOLVCRVNTUB EiVSMERITO 
CA1.B1EMSES DE COK.lll. 

JT. Mundefh.i//i 



"VT"V" 

A1A 



#. 6g t . 



■tmi 
tniTTon 

IOYAIOCAYTH 
AOYTOY 
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OYKHNAPION 
&A AOC ■■ • 

HrOClCAAMflPOTA 
THtKOAUNtlAC'ONtA YTOYtflAON 
TtlJULHLbNLKtN LTOYL- ' ^MHA/tl 
AntJUAlU) 



XXiv 

CtmYA/6A/T0NnOA ■ THN 
KAT- ■ ■ CTHTHNHnOMC 



«|i|i* *W£Jp^ 

OA HMOC 

MAAHNTONkAIATPinnAN 
/APAlOYTOYPAAlOYPPAMMA 
TeArt/VOM£MOAtTOAlYT£ 
PONen/AHM' '06OYAAP/ 
AHOY A AA/M MAPAPACXO 
TAZeA/0/CT€KAinOA6tTA ■■ 



XXV 

lOYAlOCIOYAlANOttYLtBHCKAiqfAOfiATPiC 
KAlTiTUMHMeAJOlYnOTUAteeiUTATUA/A- 
TO* PA TOPUNTL TA PTHC- TPA TV A C CflAPX 

Ce/AMC- ' APtACTUMHC 

• 'iKtN 6T0YC 



HBOYAHKAId&HMOCBAPeiKttN 
AMP/C'MCOYTOYIAP/B CJAEOYC 
HAIMO KIMONYIONA YTOYl YtCBtlC 
KAiqiAOnATP/AACTUMHCXAPIN 



A.A.1JL 

M A A J X ONNtLATOYKUiM-ATO YWIKhA 

YMtA/0YAtAL0YqV/KHt)(0MAPf/A'OJA//7AA 

AAYPHNUNO&HAAOtZYNOlAXtNtKA 



XXVI 

TOMN/fMfONTOYTAQeu/YOCeKTtUMtllAltUN 
C en T/MtO CO A AIM A 60CQA AMPPOTA TOCC YN 
KAHTIKQCAIRANOYO YABAAAA 90 YTOYNA CU)POY 
AYTLJTtKAiYtOlCAYTOYKAlYIUiNOlUlCTOnAN 
TLA eCA IU)AtlONT£IJULHN 



^A» .A- A J. JL 

reH&ATlOtt OYeAAWON 

nPltCA OWMAKP6IJV0NTDN 
ATNONKAIA IKA IONCUTHPA 
MANNOCOKAlAi 6ZA B B AN- 
OJUULM 7 ON CYtPreTH Af 



• «*■* *■"* "ft <^fm Htf *fp+*mf *«•»• 

JnL J\_ V JL1. 

fi£SMB/SSy/£rP/lOPAGA TORESGENEHISHVMANIDONNDIOCLEIIANVS 

snMPlMPPETC0NSTANTWETMAtlMlANVSMBQ£AEMASTPAr£LICIT£fiCOND/DERirNT 

SOSS/AfirOft/EROCUTEV.PAAES.PROVWUAEMt.AW.EOMM. 
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IX 

HBOYAHKAIO&HMO.t 
LOYAIONAYPHAIONIHNO&WN 
T0NKAIZABA1AANAICMAA 
XOYTOYNACCOYAtOYCTPATH 
THLA NT A tNtn/AHM IA6tOY 
AA6ZAN&P0YKAlYnHP€TH 
CANTAnAPOYCIAAIHNtKtl 
POYTfAAlO YKPKn tINOY TOY 

HrHCAMCA/OYKAt TAlCtntAH 
MHCACAK YH Z/AAA T/O/C/NA 
TOPANOMHCAN TA T£ KA/OY(<0 At 
* U/VApe/AH CANTAXPHM ATCj/V 

KAfKAAcocnoAe/re ycam €nqn 

(jJC A/ATA YTAMAPTYPH6HNA\ 
YflO BtOY/A PI6 OA OY K A/ YJ70/OY 
A/OY TOYtZOXUTA 

TOYertAPXOY TOY /ePOY/iPAITcj 
P/OYKAtTHCnATP/AOCTON<p/AO 
HATPIN T€/M/iCXAP/A/eTOYCAM<P 



fi#9** 



From Mr. Daw kins 's I. plate of G REEK In/br yuians . 

XL 
C WT/JU/ONA/PANHNO 
AAINABOYTONAAMSIPO 
TATONiYNKAHTlKON 



IQYAIONAYPHAIONZefttlhAN 
M0K/jU0YTOYZ€fSefA0Y 
ACO(jJPOY0A/AAO/CYA/AYTtd 

KATCAeoMTecetcoAorzc/ 

A LAZNPOPOIANtCTHCANAPe 
CAA/TAAYTO/CT€/jUHCXAP//V 
EAAtAIK(A)TOYHA/f>€TOYC 



€i 


NUN 


AYPHAl 


PHAl 


OAOPOY 


CTPAT/tJ 


THCAtr 


KHCTON 


rjATPU)N' 


- e/MHCKAftYXA 



P/(T/AC%AP/N tTOYC TZ <f> 



XII 





OYAIOJ 




ItAtY 


HON 


CtilAA 


&Y 


DC 


CTPAT 


AAAPTY 


Pr/e/Y 


TC/JUHC 


AMiN 


PATKTH 


BOY AH A 


A1YP/AC 



TttJHHitNtKtN tTOYC 

sj <p rn tp/3 epeTA/co 



xni 



HBOYA 
AY P HA 10 
JUAAH 
ANAKOMtC 



0YA10N 
A6 0N 
PXfMHOPON 
CYNO&tAN 



/7P0IKA$7./AIWA/T{fj*iHCXAPtN 
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XIV 



. Y/7M/0 NO YOPW&HN 
mrtiKONKAt BOYAtYTHN 
PA A M YPHNO N&MAA 
KABOCAPCATONfi 
. . ..etMHCKAPtN 

erorc op 



XV 




cenr/ju 




T0NKPA 




nONC€B 


H 


NAPWNKAl 


,HN 


fOYA/OCAYP 


%jF%n- % %0" 


nrtjLOCJi 


AfAAto 


KANNACCQY 


OKPATI 



LT0 CTO NptAONK AW P0CT 
ATHNT€£MHUN^HtN 
ttOYtZO (pJUHNetJANAMto 



XVT 

cenr oyopwahn 

TONKPA TlCTONtmTPO 
nONCCBACTOYAOYKH 

MP/o hk At a prA nerm 

tOYAtOCAYPHAlOC 

anriMwctAA hc in 

niKOCC€nT/MWYAA€ 
^ANAPOYTOYHPUMY 
AnOCTPATl WN TON fl 
AQNKAtnPOCTATHN 

rem hc e NeKeNewYC 

HOpjAHNtlJANAiKi^ 



XVII 

ten 7 1 JULIO NO YOPUAHN 
TONKPA TKTONeniTPO 
nONCtBACTOYAOYKH 
NAPlONHAIAPTA nerHN 

IQYAIOtAYPHAlQCCAAMNt 
KACUANOYYOY* • * €NAW 

mntYcpum aiunton$iaqn 

KAtnPOCTATHNe TOYCHoi 
MHNtf$ANAlKU 



XVIII 



HBOY 

cenru 

TKTQNC 
AOYKHN 
THCMtt 
NAKQMIC 



JtiOt 
TONKPA 
€8ACT0Y 
60A0THN 
A/tlACKAlA 
UYNO&IAC 
t^lAIUNKAIMAPlYPHQ^NTA 
Y/70TQ)NAPX£M./70PUNKAI 
AAMnPOJCCTPATHrHCANTAKAl 
ATOPANOMHCANTA THCAYTHC 
MMTPOKOAUNeiACKAfnAeiCTA 
OIKOeeNANAAUCANJAKAIAPtCAN 
TATHT6A YTHBOYAHKAITUAHMU) 
KAiNYN&AAMnPCjtLYJtnoUAP 
XONTCONT0Y AWCBHAOYI& 
UMT TtlJULNCtNWtN 

J*AN 
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I 

MNHMtfONAlL)NlONr(P/lCCOKOAOMH{lN/AMAMO(.MOf<(tMOYTOYKAi 
TOYMAAIXOYt/CTefAYTOA/KA/Y/OYCKAItrrONOYCeTQYC&TTMHA 



II 

TOAANHAAilONiKTKANdAAIbHAOCAA 
AA/A/A/OCCOXAItlCAAAAIXOCOYABAA 
AAeoYTOYMAA/A/AIOYrOYeAABHAOYAYT 

OtCKAlYIOtttTOYCkJYMHA/GCIAMAIKOY 



-mmmp m m" 

A/eCHAAATOYA/eC' 

NZCHAAATOYA/tCHTOYAAA 
TOYAPKCtOYCYAIOA/APXH, 
TeCMtTA TOY6M/70PO/Af 
OAATA( lA&OCTeUUHCKAl 
tNZKtN tTOYCr/VV StHNO 



III 

HfiOYAHKAlOAHMOCAAlAAAMe/A/AriAA/OY 

TOYMOK/MOY TOY AIPAN OYTOY AAA66AKAI 
AlPANHNTONnATePAAYToVeYCtfteiCKAl 

tylAOriATPIAACKAinANT/TPOnw- 
CtAACJCAPeCAA/TAC TH/1ATPIAIKAI 
TOKnATPIOlCQiOK T6/AAHC XAPIAI 
6 TOYC/V YMH/VOCsAA/A/KOY 



"TV 

H&OYAH 
AOAAe/A/AIPAA/OYTOYCAGATOY 

A/0YT0Y/iOA/Af€0YC€/7AA'rei- 
N ~NA Y TH tWA OClNAluNIAN 

ieYUAA/KAi~ Ah ez-AiA 

AAXti/tAGiAAI'WtlQAM (IOCK ■ 

I, AT tm AT POJOKOeolCTd/MHCKAl 
A/hMHCAAflNiYOYCANYn I Q 



VI 

All YTIC Tco/Her/CTCJKAfi 
TOY A I PA A/0 Y TO YM OKI MO) 

A/P£deiC6<l>KACf7HrHCYi 

62 iAicJA7AA/e9HKeA/eroY 

VII 

AAAPeeiA/AAeiAAIAPOYTi 
KAHAAHTOY 0YA&AAAA9C 

TOYCYAA"A*0YCOPAI*0CA! 
ANHPAYTHCAANHAAHceN 
MHA/eiAYCTPCOTOYhYfTt 

VIII 

AIIYYKTWKAI- 
TTHKOUJIIOYAYP- 
A/T ITT A TPOCOKAI 
AMt IT OYZH A/OBI 
OYTOYAK07TAOY'' 
tYlAMtNO(AAt( 
QHKtNtTO YCAMp 
AY AY NA I OH K A 



'/IS • 



p.Ggi . 



r OYKAIAKKAAUL0Y 
TMHN/JAMAim 



YAAAT0YP€<peAOY 
APKHNOUYNAA/ABAN 
)POlAno<pOPAOOYKG 
HCKA/6YXAPfCTtMC 
MHNOC?ANA- ■ • - 



L 

'CJKAienHKObJBOJAAA/OCZeNOBlOY 
KIMOYTQYAAA&QA entAAZAHTHC 

r -HCYr70/AP/B6>AOYT0Y6€OrTOA'/3CJ- 

tZTOYC&OY MHAtOCYntPbLPdTMOYK 



POYTOY 
%AA9QY 

WCAIPANOY 

HceNtKtAf 

HY6T0YC 



J.MgndfJcul/i- 
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f>.6#7 . 



ITT 



j xj x ixj ^-t v ft 



inttons . 

VHI/tf. 
X 3 T6 3X^76 261^17 111 yi'SO 632 

^ylJV 3X W 31 *S-3 63 2 5' fain 



xrr 



Xl>SXL2J~l y£ ^.a XJXMhrtX 
Ji L 1XX1XJh$X { 1'i<M\K 



?dJT^3?v jf ?rf-j^ tJ-a\wi3VJ~i63y 

Xy.xS 'Jsvx-Jxj-j vt> >bxiH 



xnr 






X ig . 

X3?63Xj£26XjJXlX?J>JJ63t> 
X^-^-J-VSJX'XHZJrtlT. 



JT'-Mtfnde ftn/jv. 
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difcovery of the Pakayrene alphabet. This, T told 
him, I could not then do j being engaged in a work 
of another nature, which I was obliged to diibatch 
with all the expedition poffible. However, I affured 
him, that I would fpend now-and-then an hour or 
two upon thofe infcriptions, when tired withworking, 
andtr^whatlcouldmakeofthem. Having therefor^ 
borrowed a copy of the Ruins of Palmyra^ on Sa- 
turday, January 12, i7?4> I began, about five o'clock 
in the afternoon, to compare the 1 6th, 1 7th, and 19th 
Greek infcriptions with the 8th, oth, and 1 oth Palmy- 
rene, with all the attention I was capable of, and, in 
lefs than two hours time, did not only find out twenty 
letters of thePaImyreneaiphabet,but Kkewife cttuld in- 
terpret, to my own fatisfa&ion, the three laft~mention~ 
ed infcriptions. Between feven and eight o'clock, Mr. 
Godwyn fent me feveral words belonging to fbme of 
the other infcriptions, in the Hebrew character, the 
fignifications of which he had, &s he apprehended, 
difcovered, and the powers of eighteen different Pal- 
my nene letters* as they appeared to him, in order to 
facilitate my inquiries, ' Tis worthy obferyation, that 
he aligned all thefe letters the fame powers and 
places in the alphabet I had done ; which con?- 
firmed me in my opinion, that I could not be very 
remote from truth. The form of the element Koph 
appeared to me at firft to reprefent Hheth\ but the 
word Sj?IL AKIM, POSV1T, EREXIT, &c. foon 
afterwards gave me fufficiently to under ftand, that I 
was miftaken. We likewife both found, that this 
charader fometimes occupied the place of Mem ; 
though fcarce the leaft affinity is to be obferved be- 
tween the forms of Koph and Mem % either in the 
Phoenician or the Chaldee alphabet. 

4 S 2 The 
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The unexpe&ed fuccefs, I had met with, excited 
me afterwards to examine the letters and words of 
feveral other Palmyrene infcriptions, even fome of 
thofe, which had no Greek ones to anfwer them. The 
latter however, for fome time, not a little embar- 
raffed me 5 as I found the fpirit and genius of them 
very different from thofe of the others 5 though, with 
pleafure, I obferved, that in the moft eflential points 
the three completeft of them agreed. But, notwith- 
standing this, before the clofe of Thurfday, Ja*- 
nuary 17, 1754, I had difcovered twenty-one letters 
of the Palmyrene alphabet ; and could, as I imagined, 
tranflate into Latin and Englifh feven of the thirteen 
infcriptions^ drawn in the Palmyrene character, 
three of which had no correfpondent Greek infcrip- 
tions. In fine, before the end of February 1774, I 
thought myfelf able to explain all the thirteen in- 
fcriptions, except the twelfth, which had feveral 
ef its letters defaced ; though I fooa found out 
the date it bore, which indeed was vifible enough, as 
well as perceived the true turn and nature of it. I 
likewife had made myfelf fully acquainted with the: 
forms and powers of all the Palmyrene letters, except 
thofe d'Tzadt} which, if I am not greatly miftaken* 
I have fince certainly difcovered. Ta the preced- 
ing fhort account of the gradual progrefs made in the 
fuppofed interpretation of thefe infcriptions; from 
the beginning to the end of it, I fhall beg leave tofub- 
join here the Palmyrene alphabet, with fome ligatures 
of the letters. After which will follow a Latin and 
Englifh verfionof fix Palmyrene infcriptions, not a 
little illuftrated by the Greek ones anfwering to them * 
and of four of thofe, that have no correfpondent Greek 
iofcriptionst To which I ihall add a few curfory re- 
marks* 
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marks, and the particular days on which the expli- 
cations of the infcriptions were fuppofed to have 
been hit upon ; that the true dates of thefe explica- 
tions (if fuch the learned gentlemen of the Royal 
Society ihould allow them to be), may, with the ut- 
moil: precifion, be afcertained. 

7%^PALMYItElsrE Alp/mfot com/tared untA tk& HEBREW. 



Palmyr. Hebr. 

Gtmel st^-^JLA. 3 

Mo xxx n 

Zdm, f- - | 

] S1J&M l 

2hffi 6 , fc> 



Paknyr. 



eux\ 



Tad »">^-^) -H 



\Lamett (*{?b££- J» 

Mm 4JJ$H<j ^1 

£&nei&Jbt>mJ t) 

yy^y7v V 

3 3V* &*) 

r$ 

J3J*>KiJ3 p 

\frvk/l> 



TT" - 7. 

J\0fltV 



SeJun. 
Sin 



Thau, J*JiJ>shJ~»J?-.. -H 




IrGATVRE S of the Paemyketne Ze7terj~ 






1 ^D.jW 


W>.XW? 


)n^H^H 


fmt *i2*&%>S 


TlSlttJ-tAo 


faXXXfi 


*>O.X^ 


}U.:>S 


y&o/j 


V>p..K/3 


mj^/ 




Ip.CVS 


3>ij.%r\$ 





Inlcriptioti 
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Infcription VIII. 
See "Plate xxv, Number vm. 



mm* mm? tm mm& 

•Opart NT STOOP ohvtt 



SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IAOA HIP- 
PICVS :::::::: 3' 



• « • 



IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IADA HIPPICVS 
PLACED SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCEL- 
LENT PROCVRATOR DVCENARIUS AND ARGA- 
PETA, here. 

January T2th, 1754™ 

Ipfcription IX. 
■See Tlate xxv, Number ix. 



asriBsa utsoenp. wbtowd 



SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM 
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM 
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA FILIVS CASSI- 
ANI FILII :::::::: 

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA, THE SON OF CASSI- 
ANVS, THE SON ::::::: PLACED SEPTIMIVS VO- 
RODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT PROCVRATOR 
DVCENARIVS AND ARGAPETA, here. 
January 12th, 1754. 

Infcription 

2 
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Jnfcription X» 
S&Tlafe xxv, Number x. 



'»;*•;•*»!? AiBivcji**:?-* 



rmsm oeanp -mi 

8^op»n*rupTY 

b#?a mo tj?i w 

SEPTIMIVS VORODES EXCELLENTISSIMVS PRO- 
CVRATOR DVCENaRIVS QVEM POSVIT AMICI, 
THE NOMINE IVLIVS AVRELIVS NABIBAL FILIVS 
SAODOIDiE (vel SAODVTI) DVCTOR EXERCITUS 

commm honoris cavsa anno dlxxiv mense 

APEEL^O. 

SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT 
PROCVRATOR DVCENARIVS, WHOM IVLIVS AV- 
RELIVS NABIBAL, THE SON OF SAODVTVS, GE* 
NERALOF THE COLONY'S FORCES, ON ACCOVNT 
OF FRIENDSHIP, PLACED here, IN ORDER TO DO 
HIM HONOVR, IN THE YEAR. DLXXIV, and THE 
MONTH APELLJEVS. 

January 12th, 1754* 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions,. 

I. They feem to have appertained originally, tho* 
probably all of them were infer ibed either on pillars 
or pedeftals, to three ftatues of SEPTIMLVS VO- 
RODES, and to have applied to thofe ftatues the 
name of the perfon they reprefented. This is fo 
clear from the ftile of the infcriptions themfelves, 
that I ihall infift. no farther upon it here. 

2.. The 
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2. The two firft of them are imperfe&, the latter 
part'of both having been apparently defaced. 

3. The word NABIBAL, which is undoubtedly 
the true reading, as I have reftored it here, that has 
been partly deformed and partly elftced by time, or 
elfe not exactly tafcfcn, in the third line of the tenth 
infcription, may be recovered by the afliftance of 
the Greek one anfwering to it. 

4. I have taken the liberty to iuppofe the letter 
wanting in the beginning of the laft word in the fourth 
line of that infcription to be Lamed; which fuppo- 
fition die oriental critics will perhaps alloW to be 
not very remote from truth. For, MOtV?, may either 
be expreffed in Latin AMICITL® NOMINE, PRO 
AMICITIA, or (as Lamed> according to Schindler, 
Lex. Pent, p, 914, is fomejtimes an article of the 
accufative cafe) AMICVM SVVM* any of which 
expreffions will come near enough to TON EAT- 
TOT $1 AON, in the correfpondent Greek one, and be 
perfe&ly confcnant to the tenor of both infcriptions. 

f. The dialed, in which thefe Palmyrene infcrip- 
tions are written, is moft certainly the Syriac. This 
is rendered inconteftable by the words D*pJ*> SUR- 
GERE FECIT, POSUIT, EREXIT, STATUIT; 

-a filius ; Kip*?, honoris causa ; nam 

or 8DITO PRO AMICITIA j which manifeflly be- 
long to that dialed 

6. But, notwithftanding this, feveral of the words 
they exhibit, fuch as KPATlCTOC, EniTiPOnA, 
ACTPATHTA, D VCENARA, and COLONIA, 
are indifputably of Greek and Latin extraction. 

7. In the third line of the tenth infcription, the word 
AVRELIVS wants the letter R ; and in the fourth, the 
word ACTPATHrA the letter T. That this is an un- 
doubted 
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doubted truth, we may fairly infer from the third line 
of the eighth infcription, and the fecond of the 
fourth ; where both thefe words drawn out at length, 
after the oriental manner, evidently occur. 

8. The true reading of the word APrATIETHN, 
in the fixteenth and feventeenth Greek infcriptions, 
which neither Dr. Halley, Dr. Bernard, Dr. Smith, 
nor Mr. Seller could afcertain, is clearly difcovered 
by the word (a) A RG ABET A, in the fecondline of 
the eighth, as well as of the ninth, Palmyrene infcrip- 
tion ; both of which are here exhibited to our view. 

9. The tenth infcription, the lateft of thofe whofe 
dates have been prefer ved, did not precede the 574th 
year of the aera of Seleucus, nearly coincident with 
the 263d of Christ ; having been drawn out in 
the month Apell<zus, or December \ that year. This 
therefore will fix the date, that the correfpondent 
Greek infcription originally bore ; and confequently 
render that infcription fomething more complete, than 
it was before. 

10. It appears from thefe infcriptions, that the let- 
ter Vau was fometimes pronounced by the Palmy- 
renes, in the third century after Christ, like O, and 

at other times like O V or V ; as alfo that they fome- 

■ ■ 1 — — — — __________________^_^ — _^^_^ -M ___^__^^^_ M-M< _^^ M __«^^__^__^___.__„___ 

(a) It feems to appear from the word APrABlA, which in Le# 
denotes a fort of hamper, ufed by the cavalry chiefly for the carriage 
of water, that AP1AHETHC, APrABETHC, or ARGABETA, 
fignified an officer at Tadmor, whofe province it was to fupply the 
troops with water, in order to fupport them in their march over 
the vaft defarts fufrounding that place. Nor can it be doubted, but 
fuch an officer muft have been extremely ncceffary in a city diftin * 
guifhed from all others by fo remarkable a fituation. 

Vid. Leonis Imperat. Taftic. Cap. xiii. S. n. Filip. Pigafetta, 
in annotat. ad Leon, ibid. Mauric. Lib. vii. p. 143. Upfaliae, 1664. 
Vid. etiam Carol. Du Frefn. Gloffar. ad Scriptor. med. cjf infim. 
Gr achat, in voc. APrABIA. 

4 T time® 
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times affigned to their Beth the power of the Greek 
Pi: of which other examples will likewife here- 
after be produced. 

Infcription I. 
See Plate xxiv, Number i. 

nor flak *rra 

•y 7j»e na wok j ; = 

Tap* w»»t 

nao mo 

isr\sw 

NOMINI BENEDICTO TIMOR IN SECVLVM IVL. 
AVR. PRO PATRE NOSTRO (vel PRO PATRE) QVI 
ET FILIVS AILffi {AILI y el ALLI) ZENOBII ACOB&I 
(ACOBENSIS vel ACABENSIS) dedicavit MENSIS TEBETH 
DIE IV ANNO DXLIV. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME BE FEAR FOR EVER : 

IVL. AVR. dedicated this ON OVR (or HIS) FATHER'S 

ACCOVNT, WHO WAS THE SON OF AILA ZE. 

NOBIVS OF ACOBA, (or ACABA) THE FOVRTH 

DAY OF THE MONTH TEBETH, IN THE YEAR 

DXLIV. 

January 15th, 1754, 

Infcription II. 
See Plate xxiv, Number 11. 

.jam Naa mbyh no* y*nb 

by axfra "O hvnst -a Vn y amo 

nwi mo ttm ami wr? 

NOMINI 
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NOMBW BENED1CTO IN SECVLSTM BONO ET 
MISERICORDI TIMOR COR. IVL. MLIVS 2ABDI- 
BOL1 FILH MILCOMI OB SVAM ET FRATRIS EIVS 
SALVTEM dedkawtMENSE TISRI ANNO DXXXHt. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME, FOR EVER GOOD AND 
MERCIFVL, BE FEAR: COR. IVL. THE SON OF 
ZABDIBOL, THE SON OF MILCOM, dedicated this 
FOR HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, AND THAT OF 
HIS BROTHER, IN THE MONTH TISRI, and THE 
YEAR DXXXIII. 

January 17th, 1754* 

Inscription XIII. 
See Plate xxv, Number xm. 

"« W3 -d pfrr nay ao^£ n&P jia^ 
♦rmaaero wi ^ tyo-'HsMi 
ji ton fiJff |o*3 rrva n s : : : 

NOMINI BENEDICTO IN SECVLVM ti m or PA- 
RAVIT SALMON FIL1VS NAS-iE FiLII HIZM (vet 
CHITZ*} VTtQVE PROPTER SVAM ET LIBERO- 
RVM EIVS SALVTEM ; : : : ; : MENSE NISAN ANNO 

ccccxLvn. 

TO THE BLESSED NAME FOR EVER be fear; 
SALMON THE SON OF NASA, THE SON OF HIZA, 
(or CRITZA) PREPARED (or DEDICATED) this ON 
ACCOVNT OF HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, 
AND THAT OF HIS CHILDREN, IN THE MONTH 
NISAN, and THE YEAR CCCCXLVII. 
January 17th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1. The ftones that exhibit them feem to have 
belonged to altars dedicated to Jupiter^ the chief of 

4T J the 
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the gods, or rather to the Supreme Deity, either in 
confequenee of vows formerly made, on account of 
recoveries from dangerous fits of ficknefs ; or for the 
future health, fafety, and prefervation of the perform 
therein mentioned. This fufficiently appears, not only 
from the Greek infcription, which in fome meafure 
expreffes the fenfe of the fij ft of them, but likewife 
from the tenor of them all. Nor can any thing 
be more clear and explicit, than the terms of which 
they are compofed. 

2. The aforefaid Greek infcription only informs 
us, that JVLIVS AVREL1VS, therein alfo mentioned, 
dedicated an altar, on his father's account, after he had 
prayed to the deity, for whom that altar was defigned. 
But the Palmyrene one anfwering to it has prefer ved 
the very form of this ftiort prayer, or ejaculation ; 
which pretty nearly corresponds with that ufed by 
the prophet Daniel, in chap. 11. ver. 20. as well as a 
very noted one of the Rabbins* Nor is it altogether 
remote from a (a) fcriptural expreflion, that now and 
then occurs. Nay, that the antient Syrians, or rather 
the Syrian Jews, applied the word %\V$D* NAME, 
to GOD, or the Supreme Being, we learn from fome 
{b) good authors. This opens a large field for re- 
flexions, and fuggefts to us feveral remarkable par- 
ticulars relating to the religion, or rather religions, 
that prevailed at Tadmor, about the middle of the 
third century. 

3. Xhofe particulars arc likewife very clearly 
pointed out to us by the fecond Palmyrene infcrip- 
tion, which contains a fort of ftiort prayer, or eja- 



{a) VaL Schind. Lex. Pentaght. p. 247 — 250, 1886, &c. 
\b) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hept. p. 3772, 

culation, 
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dilation, not unlike one in the beginning of the 
(a) Liturgy of the Syrian Jacobite Chrijiiam, a La- 
tin verfion of whicn has been puhlifhed by M. Re- 
naudot. The thirteenth Palmyrene infcription gives 
us to underftand, that the fame religion, or religions, 
had been introduced at Tadmor, loon after the be- 
ginning of the fecond century. 

4. As a fimilar (b) infcription ftill remains, or 
was very lately to be feen, near the well, or current 
of hot fulphureous waters, which undoubtedly con- 
ftituted in antient times one of the hot fulphureous 
baths of Tadmor, it feems not improbable, that the 
waters of thofe baths were medicinal 5 and that by 
bathing themfelves therein, or drinking them, the 
Palmy renes were frequently cured of various diftem- 
pers and indifpofitions. This, 1 fay, appears at leaft 
not improbable, from the matter and fituation of 
that infcription, in conjunction with thofe which I 
have here endeavoured to explain, and which had 
in all likelihood at firft either the fame or a fimilar 
fituation. So that thefe infcriptions, every thing con- 
fidered, may be deemed mutually to fupport and 
illuftrate one another. 

f. From the word LABVNA, HSti>, P RO PA- 
TRE N.OSTRO, in the third line of th e firft in- 
fcription, \* e may infer, that the fecond letter Aleph 
was either inadvertently omitted by the infcriber, or 
virtually contained in the firft letter Lamed> or Li- 
mad, for LABVNA mult be rendered into Latin 
PRO PATRE NOSTRO, or fimply PRO PA- 

' "■""" ■ 1 1 !■ ■■ — «■— 1 1 in ■ » linn 11 . 1 »■■ ! ■ 1 "" ■ " "■ " l " 1 " '■■ ' "■ "" ' """ ■ ■ 

^) Eufcb. Renaud. Liturgiar. Oriental Coileti. Tom, ii. p. 2. 

Parifiis, 17 16. 

(h) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren* p. 4. Phttofiph. 

TranfaR, Vol. xix, N. 217, p. ioq. 

J TREi 
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1* RE j the Syrians (a) and Arabs fometimes apply- 
ing it in that fenfe as a title, or mark of diftindtion* 
to the Jacobite patriarchs, and probably others, as 
we learn from Al Makin. Nay, it foems as natural 
to fuppofe, that the Syrians ufed the word ABVNA 
promifcuoufly for OVR FATHER, and FATHER * 
As that ABA, or ABBA, (hould have been admitted by 
them in two fimilar fignifications. Nor can the words 
ANTI I7ATP02, in the correfpondent Greek infcrip- 
tion, poffibly anfwer to any other word, in that I am 
considering, than LABVNA. This will fuggeft to 
fcs one or two curious obfervations, which I have 
not time at prefent fo much as to touch upon. 

6. The Syriac t&SSt, ZENOBIA, is exprefled 
by the Greek ZHNOBiOT; and consequently mufl 
be looked upon as a mafculine proper name. But 
whether the fame letters, amongft the Palmyrenes, 
formed the proper name of Zenobia i the famous 
queen or emprefs of that nation, I cannot yet take 
upon me to determine. 

7. ACOBA, or ACABA, the city, as it fhoiild feem, 
to which ZENOBIVS, mentioned in the firft infcrip- 
tion,did originally belong, might poffibly have been the 
capital of Acabene^ a province or diftrid: of Mefopd- 
tamia,a region feparated from Palmyrene by the Eu- 
phrates. This diftrift is placed by Ptolemy at no 
great diftance from the Tigris ; and its capital might 
have been called by the Palmyrene Greeks, in the 
third century, AKOHA. But that this was really 



(a) Val. Behind. Lex. Pentagkt. p. 8. Geor. JEbnacin. Hifl* 
Saracen, p. 144, 145, 151, 152, & alib. pafe. 

the 
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the town the aiferiber had in view, Imuftnotpre- 
feme pofitively to affirm. 

& From me £rft of thefc Palrayrcne infcf iptlons, 
if the i«th line 6f it be exa&fy copied, and the 
Greek one aafwering to it* we may fairly co!le&> 
that the fourth day of the month Tektkwas coin* 
cident with the twenty-fourth oi Jydynaus, the Ma- 
cedonian mpnth; and consequently that thofe two 
months were not prectfely the fame, as wc find inti- 
mated (*) by Dr. Fabricros. The fcttner of them 
began dri tite twenty-firft day of the latter, if the 
authority of oar inlaiption in this point may be 
intirely depended upon. Hence likewife it maft 
evidently appears, that $ebeti> was die name of a 
Syrian, as well as of an Hebrew, month. 

S>. Though the Palmy rene dialed be almoft, in all 
refpe&s, the fame with the Syriac 5 ye t k muft be al- 
lowed, that fome Hebrew Words occur m thefe in- 
scriptions* Of this Km in the firft and fecond, and 
3D, in die fifth, to omit other inftances of the fame 
kind, are inconteftable proofs. For which we may 
eafily account, if we confider; that many (b) Jews, as 
well as Christians, were fettled in the territories of the 
Palmyrenes. 'Tis remarkable, that thot%h the word*». 
BAR, is u&d here for SON in the enumerations oi 
defcents; yet WO. according to the Syriac form, 
HIS CHILDREN, prefects kfelf to our view to- 
wards the dofe of the thirteenth infeription. As to 
the word Wffc it muft be owned to be Kkewife of 



4m»* 



fa) Jo. Albert. Fabric. Menolog. p. 16, 42. Hamburg!, 1712, 
\b) Seller's Antif. ofP«bnyr. Clap, *ix* 
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the Syriac form j and confequently not to have beenf 
improperly ufed by the Palmyrenes. The famfc 
may bb faid of the word ^fflTJN, apparently dedu- 
cible from (a) M1K, FRATER; as the letters 
H and M are of the fame organ, have frequently a 
pronunciation extremely fimilar, and were therefore 
undoubtedly often taken and ufed for one another 
Unlefs we fuppofe, that the word was originally upon 
the ftone VHTttt which will bring it to the pure Sy- 
riac form ; and this for various reafons, efpecially 
as that very term is exhibited by the third infcrip* 
tion, the moft antient of all, in the very fame fenfe, 
I am inclined to believe. 

10. That the proper names ZABDIBOL, MIL- 
COM, SALMON, NASA, and HIZA or CHITZA, 
in the fecond and thirteenth infcriptions, which have 
no Greek ones to anfwer them, are either of Syriac, 
Chaldee, or Hebrew extradion, from fome of the 
(b) beft oriental lexicographers moft clearly appears. 
As for HIZA, or CHITZA, this muft be allowed 
to be a pure Syriac word ; though I remember not 
to have met with it as a proper name in any antient 
author. The fecond inscription bears date in the 
month Tifri, and the 533d year of the sera of Se- 
leucus, or A. D. 222, Toon after Alexander Seve- 
rus had afcended the imperial throne. The thir- 
teenth is 76 years older, having been drawn A. D. 
136, in the reign of the emperor Hadrian, and 
about two years before the death of that prince. 
The altar on which the iirft appears infcribed was 



(a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pent. p. 5$.Verf. Syr. in Gen. iv. 8, 21. 

(b) Val. Schind. Lex. PentagloU pafs. Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hep- 
taglat. pafs. 

credted 
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created in the year of Christ 233, in the month 
Tebetfi, or jfydynaus, when Alexander Severus was 
engaged in the Parthian war. 'Tis obfervable, that 
the forms of fome of the letters, and particularly 
that of the Jod> or Jud, in the third and thirteenth 
infcriptions, confiderably differ from thofe of the 
fame elements, that have been preferved by the 
others, which are of a later date. But notwith- 
itanding this, that all the letters forming thefe Pal- 
myrene infcriptions are to be deduced from the fame 
fource, will, I believe, be univerfally allowed. 

Infcription XII. 
See Plate xxv, Number xn. 

rfaro 13 ^DrfrKhoa 

AMTACHA FILIVS TEBELACABI FILII NAS^ 
AMTALEHSAL FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 

AMTACHA THE SON OF TEBELACAB, THE SON 
OF NASA ; AMTALEHSAL THE SON OF VAHBALATH. 
January 17th, 1754. 

Infcription XI. 
See Plate xxv, Number xr. 

rfam 13 myn 

BALMICHAL FILIVS MOGIATHATHI 
MAZO FILIVS VAHBALATHI. 

4 U BAL- 
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BALMICHAL THE &M OF taOGUTHATJL 

mazo the ;«a» Of vahsaeathc 

Rti»arks fen t&e& Ittf^iptions. 

1. They feera both tq have been mutilated, tho* 
the eleventh ha& fuffered more thai* the other; 
forae of its letters being partly deface^ and partly 
deformed, by tune. 

2. That they confift of the proper names of men, 
connedtad by the word BAR, SON, is obvious to 
every one, who reads them, 

3. That thefe men were perfons of diftin&ion, 
and filled feme of the higheft pofts in the ftate, there 

is great reafon to believe* 

4. That the names thetnlefves, m exhibited here, 
are of oriental «ttradid&t tho* the reafon of their 
impaction, at this diftance of time, is not known, 
(a) can by no means be denkd. 

f. In the twelfth Inscription, as well as the "ele- 
venth, tho* in the latter k is fomething deformed, 
die proper name VAHBALATH, or VABALA- 
THVS, (which has alfo been preferred by coins) m 
the Palmyrene charafter, maqifeftly occurs. 

6. That the dates of thefe infcriptions, if any were 
ever vifible in theifi, muft have been posterior to the 
447th year of Seleucus, or the 136th of Christ, 
the forms of the letters thettrifelves, and particularly 
that of the ^4 ^J^ ardently prove. 



q^tMMWWWW--^"* 1 



(a) VaL Schind, Lex. Pmtagkl* p. XO4&" 1^0, 1050, 1959* 
i^O* 1372, &c, m . 
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Incnption V. 
Set Piatt xxiv, Number v. 

fo j ?« otobso n roi mjAo 

»m vrtm xpmbpx> run* 

D»ynn n? apt* n -nmn 

trva vnpb mm »i awaV an 

SORS five PORTIO eft HffiC SEPTIMII JERAN^B FI- 
LII ODiENATHI SENATORIS CLARISSIMI ET VIRI 
PRIMARII civitatis TADMOR QVAM EI EREXIT AV- 
RELIVS PHILINVS FIL1VS MARII PHILINI MILES 
EMER1TVS IACVLATOR five PILANVS LEGIONIS 
PARTHICJE HONORIS CAVSA MENSE TISRI ANNI 
DLXIII. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF SEPTIMIVS 
/ERANES, A MOST ILLVSTRIOVS SENATOR, AND 
A PRINCIPAL PERSON IN THE CITY OF TADMOR j 
WHICH AVRELIVS PHILINVS, THE SON OF MARIVS 
PHILINVS, A VETERAN OF THE PARTHIAN LE- 
GION, WHO HAD SERVED AS A L ANCIER, ERECTED 
TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE MONTH TISRI OF THE 
YEAR DLXIII. 

February 2d, 1754. 

Inscription VII. 
See Plate xxiv, Number vn. 

anw at nay *6o na rhtfotr 
anp*? oiani tf?ia rb rvypa n 

4 u 2 ' . SORS 
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SORS five PORTIO eft HMC IVL1I AVRELII SAL- 
MALATHI FILII MALM HEBRjEI PRINCIPIS vel DVC- 
TORIS CATERV^E Mercatorum QVAM STATVIT EI 
SENATVS POPVLVSQVE QVOD DOMVM REDVXIT 
CATERVAM Mercatorum DE RE FAMILIARI GRATIS 
earn SVSTENTANS ANNO DLXIX. 

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AV- 
RELIVS SALMALATH, THE SON OF MALA, A 
IEW, PRINCE, CHIEF, or LEADER, OF THE CARA- 
VAN of Merchants ; WHICH THE SENATE AND PEO- 
PLE HAVE DECREED HIM, BECAVSE HE CON- 
DVCTED HOME THE CARAVAN, AND SVPPORTED 
IT AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, IN THE YEAR DLXIX. 
February 9th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1. From the words WIN, p»» A IRAN, ODI- 
NATH, or &RAN, OD^NATH, and fcfctt to- 
gether with the words AIPANHN OAAINA0OT, 
H BOTAH, in the correfpondent Greek infcription, 
it plainly appears, that the letter Aleph, amongft the 
Palmyrenes, fometimes anfwered to A, fometimes 
to E, and fometimes to 0, about the middle of the 
third century. 

2. From the words Kpa'jjMD, SENATORIS, 

jo^s ana. marii philini, dwb &Tm, av- 

RELIVS PHILINVS, &c.we may colled, that 
one of the Palmyrene terminations of Greek and 
Latin words in the oblique cafes was H; but 
that the people of Tadmor, in the nominative cafe, 
when they wrote fuch words in their own chara&er, 
generally preferred the Greek and Latin termina- 
tions, 
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tions. See the eighth, ninth, and tenth of the Palmy- 
rene infcriptions. 

3. The proper name *6o, MALA, in the feventh 
infcription, feems to anfwer to MA AHC, in the fe- 
venth of Dr. Bernard's Greek Palmyrene infcrip- 
tions $ though the terminations of thofe words are 
not intirely the fame. The proper names, or fur- 
names, i?V HEW are alfo in like manner repre- 
fented by CAAMHC IAAHC> as has been already 
obferved. As for the name, or furname, SALCA- 
LATH, or SALMALATH, it only occurs in the 
feventh of Mr. Da wkins's Palmyrene infcriptions, 
which I have here been attempting to explain. 

4. Though the dialed, in which the two infcrip- 
tions I am confidering are written, be apparently the 
Syriac; yet the word 21, IACVLATOR, in one of 
them, as has been already remarked, is undoubtedly 
Hebrew. As for ^3, BOTAH, GDI, AHMOC, and 
tipmhpSD. CTNKAHTIKA, or rather CTNKAHTI- 
KON, they are moft evidently Greek. In one 
of thefe infcriptions, the word tn, PRINCEPS, 
VIR PRIMARIVS, appears without either the 
J* or the ♦, inferted as the middle letter ; which 
fometimes, tho' very rarely, happens* The word 
WTIV, CATERVA, is applied to the Ifhmael- 
ites, as merchants, Gen. chap, xxxvii, ver* 27. 
in the Syriac verfion ; which, with the word AP- 
XEMOOPON, exhibited by Mr. Dawkins's thir- 
teenth Greek infcription, agreeing in fignification 
with our KTTW 3"l, plainly fhews, that I have hit 
upon the true fenfe of that term here. The furname 
PHILINVS and the name MARIVS are only vifi- 
ble in the fifth of thefe Palmyrene infcriptions; 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pawkins's eleventh Greek one prefenting no- 
thing of that kind to our view, but ATPHAI : ^ : : 
and part of the word HAlOAOPOT, if that be ex- 
adtly taken. We may conclude, from the fifth Pal- 
my rene infcription, that the people of Tadmor, if not 
the Syrians in general, when it was written, called Par~ 
thia BATRA, or B ATRIA; which in found ap- 
proaches pretty near to the B ACTRI A of the antients. 
The name m tOV% TADMOR, coafifting of five letters, 
and not of four only, as has hitherto been generally, if 
not always, fuppofed, occurs in the fame infcription. 
The two laft words of the fourth line of the fe- 
venth have either not been fo well preferved as the 
others, or not fo accurately taken. They may never- 
thelefs be read either HDO jD, EX SVO MARSV- 
PIO, or HD> pa GRATIS DE RE FAMILIARI* 
either of which le&ions is confonant enough to the 
tenor of the infcription. The latter, which I have 
chofen here, feems however to be better fupported 
by the correfpondent Greek infcription ; as the Sy- 
riac JJD exactly anfwers to the adverb I7POIKA 
there. Should the critics allow the words DO* JJD, 
as they now appear upon the face of the infcription, 
to ftand ; the Syriac HD' muft be of the fame im- 
port with the Hebrew TW, PECVNIA, DIVITI&, 
RES FAMILIARIS, &c. though it has for its mid- 
dle letter Samecb, inftead of Sckin. Nor indeed is 
this to be wondered at, as the Syrians fometimes 
ufed the former for the latter of thofe elements. That 
word, upon the foregoing fuppofition, fufFers here 
an ellipfis of the particle 3 BE $ as is evident from 
Mr. Dawkins's thirteenth Greek infcription, with 
the fragments of which the feventh Palmyrene one 

extremely 
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extttwi^ly well agrees. Such ellijpfes as this vmt 
antfcndy not ttooomiWHV according to Noldius (a). 

f> Front the &venth irrfdription it appears not im- 
probable, that foitte eminent Jewifli merchants, 
about the middle cf thfc third century, refided at 
Ta4mor. That in&riptbn therefore maty perhaps 
be allowed to fupport die authority of Photius; who 
has not &rapfad to sil&rt, that the famow Zenobia 
herfejf profefled the Jewifli rdigion (&). 

& From the two infcriptiom now before us, and 
the others written in the iaine chara&e^ we may 
feirly infer, that tte life xif the Ghaidee tetters (be* 
tween which and the Palmyrene there k fo furpriz* 
ing an affinity, that they may not improperly be £on- 
fidercd as the iame) prevailed at Tadmo^ and m al! 
the neighbouring ports of Syria, that were at ho 
great diftance from the confines of Cfaald&a, or 
halt* m the firft, fecond, and third coteries after 
CrtRisT. For the ddcft of them was drawn out in 
the month ISA*/, <* September *, and the yfcftr of Sekii- 
cits 360, nearly cointident with the 49th <*f Chris* 1 , 
the thisfttfcatth of them in the month Nifaa, or April* 
of the year of Seleucus 447, anfwering to the yeair 
©f C&rjbst \y& i the fifth, that I have been jiift at- 
tempting to ejqplak*, in the month ff ifri y and the 
year of Seleueus y 6j, or of Chris t 251, when Tre- 
Ionian*** Gall us directed the Rorftan affairs ; the 
fcventb, that I have been likewife now endeavour- 
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(a) CHriifeiB^ Nold. GaUcordant* Paritkakr. Ebrm-CMdak. 
fcc. p. 164, &c. Jen*, 1734. 
(i) Phot, Cod. r%i, p* 1469, 1470, Rothomagi, 165,3* 

ing 
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ing to decipher, in the year of Seleucus 569% which 
correfponds with the 258th of the Chriftian aera* 
and all the others, that bear any dates, in the fame 
century. Neither the prefent Syrian letters there- 
fore, nor theMendaean or Nabathaean chara&ers^ feem 
to have been ufed by the Syrians bordering upon 
Irak, during the three firft centuries after Christ j 
nor confequently in any other interval whatfoevec 
preceding the commencement of that period. So 
that thefo infcriptions m&y^ with fufficient propriety, 
be confidered in the light of mahufcripts, written in 
the Chaldee or Hebrew chara&er, 1500, 1600, and 
even 1700 years old. 

7. With regard to the numeral characters, ex- 
hibited both by the infcriptions at prefent in view, 
and the others tranfmitted dawn to us in the Pal- 
myrene language, it may not be improper to obferve, 
that the letter Ajin> or at leaft a chara€ter fimilar to 
it, in the firft place, annexed to a fort of mark or fign 
of an unufual form, fometimes denoting Ten, ftands 
for foo, and in the laft place alone for the number 
Five. The Palmy rene Pe y which refembles the figure 
3, reprefents the number Twenty; and unity is ex- 
prefled by the Pelafgic or Attic chara&er I, which was 
likewife antiently ufed by the Romans. Heijce it ap- 
pears, that this kind of notation was undoubtedly very 
antient in the Eaft ;■ and might pofiibly have prevailed 
amongft the Syrians, feated not far from the fron- 
tiers of Arabia and Irak, and even amongft the 
Arabs and Chaldaeans themfelves, feveral centuries 
before the birth of Christ y though from whence 
the Syrians firft received it, or how they came firft 

to 
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to hit upon it themfelves, I have not yet been able 
to difcover. 

To the preceding remarks many others might 
have been added, relating to the hiftory of Tadmor, 
as well as to the genius, government, cuftoms, re- 
ligion, language, &c. of the inhabitants of that 
once moft flourifhing city. But, as I intend here- 
after, when I can find a little relaxation from the 
bufinefs, in which I am at prefent engaged, if it (hall 
pleafe God to grant me health, to publifh a dif- 
fertation upon the infcriptions tranfmitted down to 
us in the Palmyrene character, and to confider every 
thing material deducible from them in a proper 
manner 5 1 have here only attempted a bare tranflation 
of the major part of them, and laid down a few cur- 
fory remarks, which upon my firft perufal of them 
occurred in order a little to fupport and illuftrate 
that tranflation. Befides, a minute difcuffion of all 
the abovementioned particulars would have fwelled 
this paper greatly beyond the bounds of a letter ; 
whereas my prefent intention is, only to fubmit a few 
memoirs relating to thefe celebrated monuments of 
antiquity to the judgment of our moft learned and 
illuftrious Society $ that by this means my defign 
may in fome meafure tranfpire, and come to the 
knowlegeof at leaft the moft difcenung part of the 
public. I fhall offer no apology for the trouble now 
given you, Sir, as I was informed that a fight of thefe 
memoirs would not be unacceptable to you. In 
the mean time, you will permit me only to add, 
that I muft acknowlege myfelf obliged to the 
Reverend and very Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of 
Balliol College, as well as to Mr. Godwyn, for many* 

4 X valuable 
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valuable hints, from time to time communicated to 
me $ and that I am, with the moft perfect efteem, 

O I R, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 

LP *t* nr 1 t? t> TT 
D 1 1 £/ IV. 11. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, June 27, 1754, 

Read July 5, >TH H E favourable reception, which my 
1 75 4- A ] a fl. letter met with from the Royal So- 
ciety, has encouraged me to trouble you with another 
upon the fame fubjed:^ and to fend you a Latin and Eng- 
lifhverfion of Mr.Dawkins's three remaining Palmyrene 
infcriptions, attended by fuch fhort remarks, as were 
drawn up in order a little to illuftrate and explain the 
former. And this I have been the more readily induced 
to do, as I have, I think, fince difcovered more fully 
the true notation of thePalmyrenes, at leaft from Uni- 
ty to a Thousand, and am thereby enabled to cor- 
rect one or two flight errors, which had before efcaped 
me. I fhall therefore , without any farther preface or in* 
trodu&ion, immediately proceed to the point in view, 
and confider the three infcriptions now before me, 
in the fame manner I did the preceding ones ; efpe- 
cially, as I have had the pleafure to find, that the 
method by me formerly obferved did not prove un- 
acceptable to fo confiderable a part of the learned • 

InfcrJption 
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Infcription IV. 
See Plate xxiv, Number iv. 

1 fn» NHD trow IDp DTTOODta* arfat 

*w6 ps©^ \mro) xxdki omenp- 

fw» fit 3 * P Knfli Dr?1 ^ • nN1 'T&wm/p* 
5yam» r6 ino no ^bd rurua wn ay nan> 

-tf] nrc> Kip*? won tbo ;V? wpa n 

SORS five PORTIO IVLII AVRELII ZABDIL^E FILII 
MALCHI FILII MALCHI FILII NASSVMI QVI IPSE 
DVCTOR EXERCITVS COLONIC IN ADVENTV DEI 
ALEXANDRI CJESASJS ET MINISTER IVXTA SVF- 
FICIENTIAM ET PERENNITATEM (i. c. DIGNVS ET 
PERPETVVS LEGATVS) RVTILII CRISPINI PKJE- 
FECTI ET CHILIADVM (COPIARVM vel VEXILLA- 
TIONVM) AMANDATARVM (vel DEDVCTARVM) IN 
IVDICEM (i. e. IVDEX five QViESTOR) ET DE PECV- 
LIOSVO (feuRE FAMILIARI) iis DONAVIT ET REPO- 
SITO frumento PROSPEXIT ET PLVRlMA TRIBVTA 
CVRAVIT ET PR.ECLARE REM EGIT SECVNDVM 
DONA (five PLENA MANV) PROVT h«c TESTATVS 
EST EI DEVS IARIBOLVS ET IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS) 
ETIAM (vel PROPTER H-EC A DEO IARIBOLO ET 
IVLIO (PHILIPPO) ITIDEM CONFIRMATA atquc 
COMPROBATA) QVI DIGNVS ET EXCELSVS eft DO- 
M1NVS QVAM EI POSVIT SENATUS POPVLVSQVE 
HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLIV. 

4X2 THE 
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THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AVRELIVS 
ZABDILA, THE SON OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF 
MALCHVS, THE SON OF NASSVM, WHO WAS 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE COLONY'S FORCES, 
WHEN THE GOD ALEXANDER CJESAR ARRIVED 
HERE, AND THE WORTHY AND PEKPETVAL 
LIEVTENANT OF RVTILIVS CRISPINVS THE PRE- 
FECT, AND JVDGE, or QViESTOR, OF THE AVXILI- 
ARY TROOPS, WHOM HE SVPPORTED AT HIS 
OWN EXPENCE, AND WAS THEIR PVRVEYOR, 
AND RECEIVED THE TRIBVTE, AND PRESIDED 
WITH GREAT PRVDENCE AND GENEROSITY; 
FOR THESE SERVICES, AS ATTESTED BY THE 
GOD IARIBOLVS AND THE EXCELLENT LORD 
IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS), THE SENATE AND PEOPLE 
HAVE ERECTED THIS TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE 
YEAR DLIV, 

February i6th, 1754. 

Infcription VI. 
See <Plate xxiv, Number vi. 

vkiibi uhih WOTTI thn 
ia Dipi^p una rmx ")2 

icr\ rw nen rrra 8np"? ot ■■ ■■ •. :' 

SENATVS POPVLVSQVE IVLIO AVRELIO FILIO 
OD^ENATHli MADD.& (vel MATTH.E) SELEVCO FI- 
LIO : : : : : : ET SEE1LADIO IIS SERVIENTI feu MI- 
NISTRANTI et BENE SE GERENTI NEC NON DVC- 
TORI EXERCITVS IPSI A SENATV ::::::: HONE- 
STATO (vel CVM IPSO EXIMIO EXERCITVS DVC- 
TORE SENATVS POPVLIQVE PALMYRENI) SPONTE 
DONAVIT (i. e. DECREVIT) HONORIS CAVSA 
MENSE TISBJ ANNI DLXVI. 

TWIT 
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THE SENATE AND PEOPLE HAVE VOLVNTAWLY 
GIVEN, or DECREED, thcfe TO IVUVS AVRELIVS, 
THE SON OF ODiENATHVS ; MADDA, or MATTHA, 
SELEVCVS, THE SON OF :::::: j AND SEEILADIVS, 
WHO SERVED THEM WELL 5 AS ALSO TO THE 
GENERAL, HONOVRED BY THE SENATE :::::::: 
(or TOGETHER WITH THE RENOWNED GENERAL 
OF THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF TADMOR) IN 
ORDER TO DO THEM HONOVR, IN THE MONTH 
TISRI OF THE YEAR DLXVI. 
February 21ft, 1754. 

Inscription m - 
See Tlate xxiv, Number iij. 

n nrfan nn aoo ma • • 
• Tan w& banm na • 

: : : : D H few "D *HD TOD 

: : : : : : VW bh ISO »» IfiS 

* : : : : *. ^jn rnait jvano* 

fffw *im pn*n 
prwa» 

MENSE ELVL ANNI CCCLX DONVM HOC ATQVE 
ARA ::: BAD! AMRKAMS^ ET ZEBID^ FI- 
LIORVM MALCHI FILH IARIBOLIS FILII NAS^ RE- 
POSITA five DONARIA MADD^ feu MATTH/E FI- 
LII ABDEBALIS QVOD CVM ^DIFICIVM COLLAP- 
SVRVM TIMERET SERVVS EIVS ASCENDENS PA- 
TREM SVVM SERA vel PESSVLO CLAVSVM ABSTV- 
LIT ET PROPTER SALVTEM EORVM ET SALV- 

TEM FRATRIS EIVS ET LIBERORVM SVORVM. 

IN 



IN THE MONTH ELVL OF THE YEAR CCCLX, 
THIS GIFT AND ALTAR WERE PLACED here BY 
: : : : : BADVS, AMRIO'L SHEMS, AND ZEBIDA, THE 
SONS OF MALCHVS, THE SON OF IARIBOL, THE 
SON OF NASA : RICH PRESENTS, or OFFERINGS, 
were likewife placed on or near the Altar BY MADDA, 
or MATTHA, THE SON OF ABDEBAL, BECAVSE 
THAT, WHEN HE WAS AFRAID OF A HOVSE FAL- 
LING, A SERVANT OF HIS WENT * VP, AND CARRIED 
OFF HIS FATHER, WHO WAS LOCKED, or BOLTED, 
IN; AND FOR THEIR SAFETY, HEALTH, or PRE* 
SERVATION, AS WELL AS FOR THE SAFETY, 
HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIS BROTHER, 
AND THEIR CHILDREN. 
February 25th, 1754. 

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions. 

1 . It may be proper to obferve here, that I have 
adhered as clofely to the original Palmyrene, in my 
Latin verlion of thefe three laft infcriptions, which 
are much more abftrufe than the others, as the ge- 
nius of the Latin language would permit j though 
I have taken greater liberties in the Englifh tranf- 
lation, in order to render them more intelligible 
to the generality of our Englifh readers. 

2. The fourth infcription has been in the main 
extremely well preferved, and difcovers more of the 
true turn and genius of the Palmyrene dialect, than 
any of the others. Of this RJWT03, IN AD- 
VENTV, though it varies from the pure Syriac 
form j ]tW XTto IVXTA SVFFICIENTIAM ET 
PERENNITATEM, an idiom that fufficiently 
points out to us the nature of the language fpoken 

— — ^— — " 111 111 ii im i n rw«« 1 1 ii|i h « limmmmmmmm^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmimm^mmmm^mMmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmAmittmm 

* See Dr. Shaw's Travels, p. 276. 

by 
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by the Palmyrenes; pmfo CHILIADES, for fo 
it ought to be read, a word that feems peculiar 
to that language, though apparently of Hebrew 
or Syriac extra&ion; nffrKUDA DE PECVLIO* 
f KUP rmv |WU TRIBVTA MVLTA MVL- 
TA, i. c. TRIBVTA PLVRIMA; nana SE- 
CVNDVM DONA, i. e. PLENA MANV ; 
KTna DOMIN VS ; to omit other inftances that 
might be produced, are indubitable proofs* The 
words IVLIVS, AVRELIVS, COLONIA, CM- 
SAR, CRISPINVS, HrEMONA, AHMOC, 
BOTAH, and AAESANAPOC difcover at firft 
fight the fources from whence they are to be 
Reduced. The laft of thofe words has been a lit- 
tle injured by time, feveral of the forms of its let- 
ters being confiderably altered. The third and fourth 
elements of the fifth line of this infcription, as well as 
the fecond, third, twenty-fecond, and twenty- eighth 
(Tbau and Nun in the Palmyrene alphabet being 
extremely fimilar) of the fourth, have likewife 
met with the fame fate j to all which I have endea- 
voured to reftore their primitive powers and forms. 
In fine, this infcription may be confidered as a tolera- 
ble good fpecimen of the language or dialedt of the 
Palmyrenes (a). 

3. The words ID^D 13 12?D na BAR MAL- 
CHV BAR MALCHV, in the beginning of this 
infcription, evidently confirm the ingenious con- 
jecture of the learned Mr. William Baxter, men- 
tioned by Dr. Halley; according to which, AIX- 
MAAXOT, in the correfpondent Greek infcription, 

(a) Vid. Schind, Lex. Pentagkt. & Caftel. Lex* Heptagkt* 
pafs. 

was 
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was inferted there inftead pf MAAXOT TOT 
MAAXOT. They at the fame time moft clearly 
evince, notwithftanding what- has been advanced ta 
the contrary by Dr. Bernard and Dr. Smith, that the 
word AIXMAAXOT is not of oriental extradtion. 

4. The furname PHILIPPVS, which ought to have 
followed IVLIVS, in the feventh line of this in- 
fcription, does not appear ; though a chafm, or vacant 
fpace, capable of containing a word of that fize, 
prefents itfelf there to our view. This, in con- 
jundion with the parallel chafm, exhibited by the 
Greek infcription, expreffing much of the fenfe of 
the Palmyrene one I am considering, amounts, in 
my opinion, to an almoft irrefragable proof, that this 
furname, as our great Dr. Halley formerly fuppofed, 
was, after (Philips treafon to the emperor Gordian 
came to light, purpofely effaced. 

5. The laft letter but one of the fixth line of our 
Palmyrene infcription feems to refemble Daletb or 
Refchy whereas it was undoubtedly defigned at firft 
for Ajitti fo that the name to which it belongs 
ought to be written in Hebrew or Chaldee letters 

tyarrr, IAREHBAAL, IARIHBAL, or IARIBOL, 
i. e. DOMINVS LVNVS. From whence we may 
certainly infer, as Dr. Halley has obferved, that this 
deity was the DEVS LVNVS worfhiped by the 
antient Syrians. I have therefore taken the liberty 
to reftore the true reading here, by converting the 
Daletb or Refch into Ajin $ as alfo to infert the 
word na BAR, FILIVS, notwithftanding it has 
probably for many aires disappeared, as the laft in 
the firft line of the infcription 

6. The numeral characters preferved at the end 
of this infcription merit the particular attention of 

the 
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the learned. From them, in conjun&ion with the 
numeral letters ftili vifible in the Greek one anfwer- 
ing to it, we may certainly conclude, that the un- 
ufual mark, formerly mentioned, alone properly de- 
notes Ten, and with unity prefixed an Hun- 
dred* This obfervation will enable me to corred: 
one or two fmall errors, in the dates before affigned 
the fecond and tenth Palmyrene inferiptions. The 
former was drawn in the year of Seleucus 53 3, not J23, 
as I then imagined ; and the latter in 574, not f 64, as 
I ventured to affert. In fine, by the fole afliftance of 
thefe chara&ers, and thofe of the fixth and feventh 
Palmyrene inferiptions* as explained by the corre- 
fpondent Greek numeral letters, I have conftru&ed 
the following table of numbers, from Unity to 
a Thousand, according to the true and genuine 
notation of the Palmyrenes. 

PAIiMYIUSJNFB JSTumerals fnmv One A? ^Thoufand. 



CLX 333^> I 
CrXX ^333^>t 

CLXXX 3333^/ 
CXC ^3333^1 



CC 

CCC 

CCCC 

1) 
DC 

DCC 
DCCC 

DCCCC 

M 



*P/// 

^y 

-o/y 

^>//y 
^>///y 



^^/ 



c ^P/ 

CI f^> 1 

en //^>/ 

cm ///^>/ 

asr lilies / 

or y^t 

evi /y^>/ 

cvir ny^ 1 

cvur ///y*p / 

ox ////y^/ 

ex ^>^>f 

CXX 3^/ 

CXXX *P3*P/ 

CXL 33^1 
CL ^33^/ 



XXXI 1^3 

XXXIT //^ 
XXXJtt ///^3 



xmsr ////^xtx 



3XW y^3 

xxxvr /y^>3 
xxwh tty^>3 
xxxvjr my ^3 
XXXK ////y^3 

XL 



xvt /y^ 

xvii ny^ 
xvhi ///y^> 

3 

/3 
//3 
1113 

IIII3 



I* 

IX 

IXX 

TXSL 

XC 



^33 

333 

*7>333 

3333 

^3333 

4* 



xo: 



XXII 



xxm 

XXRT 

33 boor 

XXVI 
\XX5RL 



I 
H 

w 

V 

vr 

w 

vjsl 

IX 



y3X 



/y3 
//y3 



xxvm ///y3 
xxix ////y3 

LXXX ^3 



XI 

xit 



I 

// 

/// 

//// 

y 
/y 

y/y 

///y 
////y 



xnr ////*"=> 

xv r y^ 
Hence 
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Hence it appears, that the mikM PahnyreMs, in 
this part of their notation^ stfed -'only four Humeral 
characters; two <o£ which were letters of their al- 
phabet, or at leaft a fort of maxk$ sadued wifch fiaai- 
lar forms* So that this kind of 4iotafcjoi> iBxght have 
prevailed amongft thes* fever%l -ce^urites before ithe 
commencement of the Chriftian mra. For we 
learn from {a) Piqdoras Sioulu?, that the Arabs of 
Petra, or .Alltepy on the confines of the deficits- .of 
Syria, and at -no very great diftance (torn tike borders 
of Irak, ufed the very fame letters with thofe of 
the neighbouriiJg Syrians^ and ; therefore probably of 
the people of Tadmor^ 3 1 £ years before the bbth of 
Christ. This gives us fome resfon to believe, 
confidering the fituation of the aforefaid Arabs, that 
thefe letters could n$t have beeo very different from 
thofe, which three or four centuries afterwards form- 
ed the alphabet of the Palmyrenes. 

7. It ought to be obferved, that the fourth inferip- 
tion is dated in the year of Seleucus 754, nearly coinci- 
dent with the year of Christ 243, towards the clofe 
of Gordian's reign ; and confequently before Philip's 
elevation to the imperial throne. This may be fairly 
collected from the ninth of Mr. Dawkins's Greek 
inferiptions, as well as from that drawn in the lan- 
guage of the Palmyrenes, which I have here been 
endeavouring to explain. From hence likewife it 
feems plainly enough to appear, that the emperor 
Alexander Severus himfelf was at Tadmor in the 

(a) Diod. Stc. Bibliothec. Hijtoric. Lib. xix, p. 723. Edit. Rbo- 
doman. Hanovise, 1604. 

year 
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year of our Lord 2 3 3 ; when he marched agalnft 
Artaxerxes, king of Perfia, overthrew him with 
great flaughter, and forced him, after he had raifed 
the fiege of Nifibis, to retire with fhame into his 
own dominions. 

8, 1 have taken the liberty to convert the fixth letter 
in the feoond line of the fixth infcription, which 
feems to refemble Mem or Kopb f into Nun; as 
ADINATH, or ODiENATHVS, was the proper 
name of feveral great perfonages at Tadmor ; whereas 
we have little reafon to think, that fuch a pro- 
per name as ADIMATH, ADICATH, AR1- 
MATH, or ARICATH, was ever known amongft 
the Palmyrenes. 

9. The word MAD A, or MADDA, feems to be 
the fame proper name with MA©©A, or MAT- 
THA, that occurs in the fifth of Dr. Bernard's 
Greek infcriptions. 

10. That the three words following ACTPATHrA, 
in the fourth line of this infcription (however dif- 
figured or defaced by time, or inaccurately taken) 
were originally what 1 have made them, is rendered 
probable by the mutilated words MAPTTPH0EN ...» 
TEIMHC AMEN . . . , and BOT AH . . , exhibited, as 
well as the proper names CEAETKON and CEEI AA- 
AT : : : : , by the correfpondent Greek infcription. 

11. With regard to the words l$en WW> which 
likewife prefent themfelves to our view in the fixth 
infcription, they cannot well admit of any other fenfe, 
than that which I have afligned them. However, as 
they can receive no manner of illuftration from the 
fragments of the correfpondent Greek one, I only of- 
fer this, as what appears to me at prefent the moft 
probable j efpecially, as the infcription I am confider- 

4 Y t ing 
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ing feerns to have fuffered more from the injuries of 
time, than moft of the others, which I have here been 
endeavouring to explain. 

12. The date of this infcription falls in with the 
year of Seteucus-56^ which nearly coincides with the 
2 5- 5th of Christ, about two years after Valerian was 
fixed upon the imperial throne. 

13. With regard to the third infcription, I fhall 
firft beg leave to remark, that in the age, in which 
it was written, the Palmyrenes feem to have been 
extremely fond of the letter Vau. This may 
be clearly evinced from the words JVWJ and *1TO, 
written two hundred years afterwards pTWT and 'Tft 
or WT\\ which appear towards the clofe of the in- 
fcription. Nor will this be any matter of furprize, 
when it is confidered, that the Jews, whofe language 
was then the Syriac, fometimes ufed the epenthe- 
tic Fdu 9 or a letter equivalent to it, a little before 
the year in which our infcription was drawn $ as 
we may infer from the words ELOI, ELOI, in- 
ftead of the Hebrew ELI, ELI, fpoken by our Sa- 
viour upon the crofs, juft before he expired. That 
the mutilated letter beginning the eighth line of this 
infcription was originally an Aleph^ and that the 
word to which it belongs is to be deduced from the 
root TOD> or TS3P> notwithftanding the epenthetic f?, 
from whence, in the conjugation Aphel, is formed 
JT3DK, or JT3HD& if the natural and genuine fenfe 
of the paffage be duly attended to, cannot, I think, 
be well denied (a). 



(a) Pafor. Lexic. p. 652. Ed. Schoettgen. Lipfiae, i7i7.Schind. 
ubi fup. p. 54. Buxtorf* Gram, Ghald+et byt\ p. 36. Baiilese, 1615. 
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14. The firft word of the fecond line here, which 
has been injured by time, was not improbably ruwr, 
or n*. INFIXVM, ERECTVM, or COLLO- 
CATVM EST; WAS FIXED, ERECTED, or 
PLACED ; as the fenfe of this part of the infcrip- 
tion requires either that term, or one of a fimilar 
iignification. The chafm at the end of the feventh 
line I fhall not take upon me to fill up ; tho' feveral 
words might be offered for this purpofe, which would 
conned thofe that precede and follow them, with 
very great propriety- That the ftone containing the 
infcription belonged formerly to an altar, is abun- 
dantly manifeft from the word Htt> f A ET ARA 
or ALTARE, towards the clofe of the fecond line. 
Nor are we to be furprized, that feveral perfons are 
mentioned here, as concerned in the eredtion of it ; 
fince a fimilar inftance, if not one exactly parallel, 
prefents itfelf to our view, in the fecond of Dr. Ber- 
nard's Greek Palmyrene inscriptions. The firft pro- 
per name, being imperfect, cannot fo eafily be made 
out; but the fecond I take to be OMRIBOL 
SHEMS, or OMRIB OL SHEMS •, which a pure 
and genuine Arab would have wrote AMRIOX 
SHEMS, or AMRI AL SHEMS, and a Greek 
AMPICAMCOT. For, that this was one of the 
Palmyrene proper names, we learn from the fourth 
of Dr. Bernard's Greek Palmyrene infcriptions ^ 
which exhibits it contfe&ed with IARIBOL, or 
IARIBOLIS, almoft in the fame manner as the 
monument at prefent under confideration. And 
this circumftance ought to be looked upon as an ad- 
ditional argument, in favour of what is here ad- 
vanced. The next word ZEBID, or ZEBIDA, Is 
likewife undoubtedly a Palmyrene proper name ; as 

moft 
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moft evidently appears from the thirteenth of the 
afbrefaid infcriptions. The following term 113, BE- 
NV, or BAN V (agreeing with the Arabic) FILIO- 
RVM, relates to all the perfons before-mentioned, 
MALCHVS, IARIBOL, or IARIBOLIS, NA- 
SA, and MATTHA, are proper names of men, 
that occur in other Palmyrene infcriptions. That 
the word ABDEBAL, i. e. THE SERVANT OF 
BAL, or BAAL, applied to MATTHA's father 
here as his proper name, favours very ftrongly of the 
Eaft, particularly of Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia, 
where fuch proper names as thefe were frequently 
afliimed, is too clear and obvious a point to ftand 
in need of any proof. 

15. From the date prefixed to this infcription we 
may conclude, that it is older than any of the others* 
handed down to us in the Palmyrene language and 
character, which have been hitherto publifhed. For 
it is dated in the year of Seleucus 360, and con- 
fequently was preceded by the commencement of the 
Chriftian aera only 49 years, when the emperor Clau- 
dius prefided over the Roman world. 

16*. From the laft obfervation we may colleffc, that 
one at leaft of the infcriptions, in the long portico, 
ftill preferved amongft the ruins of Tadmor, is prior 
to the reign of the emperor Hadrian $ though our 
celebrated Dr. Halley, who had not feen this, which I 
have now attempted to explain, took for granted, 
that all of them were pofterior to the commence- 
ment of that reign. 

1 7. It has been thought proper here to add to the 
plate of Mr. Dawfcins's infcriptions, in the Palmyrene 
language and character, the two other plates, contain- 
ing the Greek ones, with which he has favoured the 

public. 



[ 7*7 ] 

public, ffor, tho' few of ihe ktter dire&ly correspond 
with the former j yet, by die affinity between feverai 
of die proper names, and the manner of exprefllon, 
wherein tney apparently agree, to otnk other dromj- 
ftarices idbat occur, they gready contribute to explain 
and illnftmte one another. 

Several other remarks on thefe noble remains of an* 
tiquky might here have been ofi&red, a&d expatiated 
upon; which, for the reafons already affigned, I rauft 
beg leave at prefent to fuperfede. In the mean time, 
you will pleafe to accept of my moft grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the favour done me, and believe 
me to be, with all due fentiments of refpecft, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

J, Swinton* 

J2# 1 I Jb ±V> 111* 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Sept 2, 1754, 

Read Nov. 7, \ S the Royal Society have done me the 
>754. IX honour to approve of my attempts to 
explain Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene mfcriptions, hand- 
ed down to us in the antient Chaldee, or Syriac, cha- 
racter; I have been thereby encouraged, before I 
conclude what I have to offer on that fubjeft, to 
fubmit to their fuperior judgment the following ad- 
ditional obfervations. 

1. Though my numeral table, from Unity to a 
Thousand, may be intirdy depended upon; yet I 
cannot,witb the lame certainty, extend this to thehigher 

numbers* 
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numbers* However, as the Palmyrenes had no par- 
ticular numeral character for an Hundred, as 
had the ( i ) Greeks and the Romans ; from thence I 
conclude it probable, that they by no means ex- 
prefled a Thousand by any fuch chara&er. If 
this be admitted, the following table of higher num- 
bers may likewife be confidered by the learned, as 
confonant to the true and genuine notation of the Pal- 
myrenes. 

PAIiMYKENE JVumerals /ronta, TJioufand ^^Thoufand Millions. 



WOO 


M 


2000 


MM 


3000 


MMM 


4000 


MMMM 


JOOO 


IOO 


6000 


IOOM 


Jooo 


IOOMM 


moo 


I0OMMN4 


9000 


IOOMMMM 


TOOOO 


CCIOO 


JOOOOO 


CCC1O00 


fOOOOOO 


CCCC10000 


lOOOOOOO 


CCCCCIOOOOO 



^Dll JlOO..^OI y T^^i\ 



*» ^ /// 



^o^Dltll .4005.. Y^s^>m 



^^/y .6020.. 3 ^r^>iy { 



*o-o//y 



rrv-oyy/y .sjoo.r^y^oiiiy 



^^////y 



/ ./fl/o tf .yp^/ 



U 



tr3^i 



/jOOOOOOOO ccccccioooooo 

WOO0O0OO0 CCCCCCCIOOOOOOO 



k ^ 



■O^D/ 



•3' a 3 ^ s ~> 7 3- 2? „>/ 



mm 



(1) Herodian. ab Hen. Stephan. & Job. Scapul. ad Ltxiu Grmu 
calcem edit Sertor. Urfafc De not. Romanor. Johannis Wall. Oper 9 

mthwMiu Yolf prim. c» viii, p f 43— 4^« 0«mu 1695. 

This 
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This feries, or mannner of numeral expreffion, if 
agreeable to the learned, may with the fame faci- 
lity be continued ad i?ijimfum. 

2. The Pa* my rene names of five of the twelve 
months occur in our inferiptions. Thefe ^re Peliul y 
lebetb^ Nifan^ E!ul> and Tifri. To which we may 
add from a Palmyrene inscription, published by 
{2) M. Spon, and others that of a fixtiu «Jz. ope- 
bat % or Shaba t, which lias been spp'k.J to one of 
the Syrian Months by fome of the molt cek-b: atcd 
(3) chrunologers. Thefe nomes point out to us .fix 
months anfvvering, in fome refpedts atlcaft, 'if not 
intirely, to the Syro-Macedonian months, jjfpelj&us, 
Aydyn&My Xantbicus, Gorpiaus, Hyperberetaus, and 
Peritius ; as moft evidently appears from what has 
been obferved by the (4) learned Dr. Fabricius, and 
the correfpondent Greek inferiptions. But notwith- 
ftanding the agreement here mentioned, t! at they 
did not however exadtly coincide with the Syro- 
Macedonian months, we may perhaps be allowed 
to infer from the (5) firft of Mr. Dawkins's 
Palmyrene inferiptions ; which feems to intimate, 
that the fourth day of 'Jebeth was the twenty- 
fourth of jiydyri£U$> and confequently that the 
former began the twenty-firft day of the latter 
month. And that this Palmyrene infeription has 

(2) Jacob. Spon. Mifcelkn. Erudit. Jntiquitat. p. i. Lugduni, 
1655. Joan. Bolen. Utriufq. Thefaur. Ant. Rom. & Grac. Nov. 
Supplement. Vol. IV. *p. 407, 650. Venetiis, 1737. Montfauc, 
UAntiquite Expliquee y Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391. A Paris, 1719. 

(2) Scalig. De Emendat. Tempor. p. 95, 350. Guliel. Bevereg. 
Inftitut. Chronologic, p. 71. Lond. 17 16. Jo. Albert. Fabric. 
Menolog. p. 20. Hamburg!, 17 12. 

{4) Jo. Albert. Fabric, ubi fup. p. 20, 44. 

(5} Dawk, Marmor. Palmyrm. Infcript, Palmyren. I, 8. 

4 Z beeii 
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been rightly taken in the part under confideration, 

may appear probable from hence, that the word 
tDW* or fO*» in the plural number, feems to be 
naturally connected with the numeral Four, and 
occurs (6) a&ually conne&ed with that numeral in the 
Old Teftament Unlefs it fhould he faid, that what 
now appears upon the face of the infcription as the 
laft letter Nun was originally, though altered by 
time, the Palmyrene numeral character expreffing 
Twenty; to which indeed at prefent it is not 
much unlike. Which if we admit, the word tD)\ 
in the Angular number, muft be allowed to have a 
connection here with the numeral Twenty- 
four. Nor are fimilar inftances of fuch a con- 
nection difficult to be found* Nay, the very ex- 
preflion rWM OIW C3V3. DIE VICESIMO 
QVARTO, ON THE TWENTY - FOVRTH 
DAY, prefents itfelf to our view Hag. i. ij\ From 
whence iome perfons will be apt to conclude, that 
nothing can be more juft than the emendation here 
propofed. It may not be improper to obferve, that 
the Palmyrene inscription publiflied by Gruter and 
M. Spoil-, has (7) been preserved on a marble, that 
formerly remained in the gardens belonging to Car- 
dinal Carpegna, and afterwards in thofe of the 
Princes Jufllniani, near St. John Lateran, at Rome. 
I fhali take the liberty to infert here the Syrian, or 
SyroXhaldaean, and Syro-Macedonian names of the 
aforefaid months, in order the more clearly to point 
out the difference between them and thofe of the 
Patmyrenes. 



•(•"■■■■«*«"»i 



(6) Jud. xi. 40. 

(7) iMontfauc. U } Antiqulti Expliquee 9 Tom. IL par, ii. p. 391. 
A Paris, 17 19. 

Syro- 
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Syro-Chaldaean names. 


Syro-Macedonian names. 


Patmyrene namei. 


Canun prior. 


ApelUus. 


PelluL 


Canun poflerior \ 


dydyn£its» 


Tebetb. 


Shebat. 


Peritius. 


She bat. 


Nifan. 


Xantbicus. 


Nifan* 


EiluL 


Gorpiaus. 


EluL 


Ti/ri. 


Byperberetaus. 


lijri. 



By tho names Tebetb and Elul it fhould feem, that 
the proper Syrians did not approach fo near the 
Jews, in the appellations of their months, as did the 
Palmyrenes. 

3 . In order to fet in a clearer light what has been 
here obferved of the laft- mentioned infcription, I 
have been perfuaded by the Reverend and very 
Learned Mr, Sanford, Fellow of Balliol College, to 
attempt an explication of it ; which I now beg leave 
to fubmit to the judgment of our moft illuftrious 
Society. Nor fhali I be greatly cenfured, as the 
forms of the letters, of which it is compofed, have 
undoubtedly been altered by time; and as none 
of the copies of it, that I have feen, have been 
exa<ftly taken \ if this in all points (hould not be 
ftri<5tly conformable to truth. All of thofe letters, 
as exhibited by the copies now before me, are not 
eafily reducible to the correfpondent elements in 
Mr. Bawkins's Palmyrene alphabet, by the affiftance 
of which I have endeavoured ta decipher this in*. 
fcription. However, as no fmall affiftance has like- 
wife been afforded me by the Greek one anfwering to 
k, and the numeral chara&ers at the end of it, as 
well as by the fecond> thkd, and thirteenth, of Mf*. 

4 7* 2 Bawkins's 
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Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions, on which my 
conjectures have already been offered} 1 hope the 
following interpretation of it (which yet I would 
have only considered .as an imperfect efiay) will not 
prove unacceptable to the learned. 

The Palmyrene Infcription publifhed by Gruter and 

M. Spon. 

See Plate xxx, Number i. 

nay njTstm n&qd n ttrvasn hshcn hshijh 

na *yhn 12 »m» moo p 
»mia ami vrm 9jn *w bw ^ia *m» 

td"| w oar m»a 

AGLIBOLO ET MALACHBELO ET MONVMEN- 
TVM ELEVATVM (five SIGNVM) ARGENTI ET OR- 
NATVM EIVS PARAVIT EX MARSVPIO SVO IA- 
-REJEVS (veMARiEVS) FILIVS HALIB.EI (vel CHALIB^EI) 
FUJI IARHJEI (vel IARM) PROPTER OFFICIVM (five 
RELIGIONEM) TIMORIS (I e. EX VOTO A IAR^EO 
IN ALIQVO PERICVLO CONST! TVTO ET TIMORE 
PERTERRITO FACTO) ET OB SAL VTEM SVAM ET 
SALVTEM LIBERORVM (vel FAMILLE) EIVS MENSE 
SHEBAT ANNI DXLVII. 

IARiEVS THE SON OFHALIB^EVS, or CHALTB^EVS, 
THE SON OF IARjEVS, DEDICATED THIS ELE- 
VATED MONVMENT OF SILVER, AND ITS ORNA- 
MENTS, PREPARED AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, TO 
AGLTEOLV3 AND MALACHBELVS, IN CONSEQVENCE 
OF A VOW HE HAD MADE, WHEN IN GREAT 
FEAR AND DANGER, AND FOR THE SAFETY, 

HEALTH, 
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HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIMSELF AND HIS 
FAMILY, IN THE MONTH SHEBAT OF THE YEAR 
DXLVII. 

4* That the letter ft, (8.) in Hebrew, Syriac, 
Chaldee, and Phoenician words, fometimes anfwered 
to the elements CH, or KH, fometimes to H, and at 
other times was quiefcent, or endued with no power at 
all, we may fairly infer from feveral inftances pro- 
duced on this head by the famous M. Bochart. 
From whence I jfhall not fcruple to conclude, that 
the Palmyrene proper names of men in this infcripr 
tion may be written in Latin either IARHiEVS, 
HALIBiEVS, and IARHiEVS; or I ARM VS, CHA- 
L1B.&VS, and IARiEVS : which if we admit, the 
firfl; and laft: of them are the very fame with one of 
thofe, that occur in the ($>) feventh of Dr. Bernard's 
Greek Palmyrene infcriptionsj and the other one very 
well known in the neighbourhood of Tadmor. The 
laft point is clearly evinced by the word CHALEB, 
CHALIB, CHALIBON, or CHALYBON, the 
name of a city at no great diftance from Tadmor, 
which has been mentioned by the (10) prophet 
Ezekiel, Ptolemy, and Strabo. 

7. That the language of this infcription is the 
fame, with that of the others copied by Mr. Dawkins, 
and confequently little different from the pure Syriac, 



(8) Boch. Phal Lib. Ill, c. xiv. p. 220. Chan. Lib. L c. xxii. 
p. 502. c. xliv. p. 765. & alib. pafs. 

(9) Edward. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren. Infcript. vii. p. 4. 
Rotteraedami, 171 6. 

(10) Ezek. xxvii. 18. PtoL Gtogr, Lib, v. c. 15* Strab* Geogr* 
Lib. xv. 

will 



[ 734 ] 

will at fir ft light appear to every one, who has been 
in the leaft converfant with that dialed:. However, 
that it contains one or two flight variations from the 
pure Syriac, cannot well be denied ; fince the Wordy 
VOff- ^13, for BW ^Ha if rightly taken in Father 
Montfaucon's copy, which I have followed here, 
may not improperly be confidered in the light of 
fuch variations, 

6. It appears from the matter of the infcription 
now before us, that lARiEVS dedicated the monu- 
ment therein mentioned to AGLIBOLVS and M A- 
LACHBELVS, the two moft celebrated Palmyrene 
deities, in order to perform a vow he had made, when 
in great fear, and apprehenfive of fome imminent 
danger * as likewife in order to avert both from him- 
felf, and his family, all future evils and dangers. The 
Palmyrene words therefore preferved on the ftone, 
that exhibits them, confirm what has been fuggefted 
by ( 1 1 ) M. Spon (which is not clearly deducible from 
the Greek words anfwering to them) in relation to the 
end, or defign, of IARiEVS's dedication of the mo- 
nument pointed out to us by this infcription. 

7. With regard to Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene ia- 
fcriptions, that indicate altars, or other votive monu- 
ments, to have been erected either on account of de- 
liverances from fome impending dangers, in confe- 
quence of vows formerly made ; or for the preferva- 
tion of the perfons therein mentioned from future 
evils ; nothing uncommon or extraordinary appears 
in them. Such infcriptions as thefe were not only 



(11) Jacob. Spon. ubi fup. p. 2. 

fome 
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fometimes drawn out by the Palmyrenes, as is abun~ 
dantly evident from the third of (12) Dr. Bernard's 
Greek Palmyrene inferiptions, as well as that I am 
here confidering, and another publifhed by (13) M. 
Spon ; but likewife extremely common botn amongft 
the Greeks and Romans. In fupport of which 
aflertiona multitude of inftances might be produced, 
did it ftand in the leaft need of them. But, as this 
is not the cafe, it will be fufficient to refer the cu~ 
rious, for their farther fatisfa&ion in this particular, 
(14) to the authors cited here. 

8. As for the honorary inferiptions, fuch as are 
exhibited by fome of the Palmyrene marbles, in- 
fpe<9;ed by Mr. Dawkins, they were ftill, if poffible, 
more common than the others, both amongft the 
Greeks, the Romans, and the Palmyrenes. So com- 
mon indeed, that whole volumes might be colle&ed 
of them. Nay, many might judge too prolix a bare 
enumeration of even the names of all thofe writers ; 
though I (hall take the liberty to mention (if) fome 
of them here, who have publifhed and attempted to 
explain them. 



If ■' " » " -' '■ "■* w » l * MWM ''^»W»»MWWiMMW<a«MMMMMWWii«WWM <t « W 



f 12) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren. Infcript. III. p. 2. 

(13) Jac. Spon. ubi fup. p. 3. 

(14) Gruter. &Reinef. pafs. Baudelot. De TJtil. Peregrin, in Dm 
Larib. Spon. ubi fup. p. 4. Prid. Marm. Oxonienf p. 282, 287, 
Oxon. 1676. Raph. Fabret. pafs. Joan. Oliv. Rhodigin. in Mann. 
Ifiac. Exercitat. C.iv. p. 23—33. &C.x. p. 70 — 82. Romae, 1719; 
Lud. Ant. Murator. in Nov. Thefaur. Vet. Infcript. Mediolani, 
1739, 1740, 1742. Marmor. Taufinenf Auguftae Taurinorum, 

J743> J 747- 

(15) Gruter. Reinef. Prid. Raph. Fabret. Ed w. Bernard. Mo- 
nument. Palmyren. Seller's Append, to the Antiquit. of Palmyr* Lud, 
Ant. Murator, ubi fup. Marmor. Taurinenf &c. 

9, Three 
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5U Three Pdmyrene names of Syrian deities oceur 
in Mr. Dawkins's inscriptions, and that I am, at pre* 
fent endeavouring to decipher* viz. IARIBOLVS, 
AGLIBOLVS, and MALACHBELVS of which 
the firft points out to us the Moon, and the other 
two, according to fome very learned writers, the 
ft*. That the firft name was antierfy applied by 
the Syrians and Paknyrenes to the Deus Lunus, or 
the Moon, is allowed on all hands; and has (17) 
been fo clearly demonftrated, that it does not ftand in 
need of any farther proof And that AGLIBOLVS, 
or AGLIBOL, was in early times one of the Syrian 
naoiesof the Sun, who was dignified by his adorers 
with the title of MALAC, or MALEC, KING, 
is, I conceive, plain from- hence, that the word 
(18) AGLIBAL, or AGLIBOL, apparently Signi- 
fies THE ROVND LORD; which appellation 
could not fo properly and emphatically have been 
applied to any other pagan divinity, as the fun, The 
people of Tadmor wrote the laft word in the com- 
position of this name ^3, Baal, ^2, Ba/ y or Bel, 
and 5)2, Bol 7 Bui, or Fid ; as may be inferred from 
fome of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene (19) infcriptions, 
in conjunction with that I am now considering, 



wju«M. ' w'immmmmmtmmmmmmmmmmm'^mm0 



(16) Jan. G niter. Corp. Infcript. ex Recenf. et Annotat. Joan. 
Georg. Graev. p. Ixxxvi. Amftelaedami, 1707. Joan. Selden. De 
Diis Syr. p. 226. Lipfise, 1668. Bpchart. Chan. Lib. II. c. viii. p. 
811. Francofurti ad Mcenum, 1681, 

(17) Edw. Bernard. Schol ad Monument. Palmyren. p. 21. 
Tho. Smith. Annotat, in Monument. Palmyren. p. 53. Rotterae- 
dami, 1716, CI. Halleius in Acl. Philofoph. Anglican. Vol. xix. n. 
218. p. 171. 

(18J Bochart. ubi fup. 

(19) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9, 1. 6, 
Infcript. Palmyren, iii, 1. 5, 

which 
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which has been publifhed both by Gruter and M. 
Spon. I have taken no notice of the name I VPITER 
BEL VS, though it occurs in the feventh of Dr. Ber- 
nard's Gre'ek Palmyrene inferiptions ; becaufe that 
name, however the deity, to whom it appertained, 
might have been reverenced by them, did not pro- 
perly belong to the Palmy renes. 

io. It has been remarked by (20) Mr. Seller, and 
may be colle&ed from fome of the (21) Palmyrene 
inferiptions themfelves, that feveral of the moft emi- 
nent citizens of Tadmor had both Syriac and Ro- 
man names. To which I would beg leave to add, 
that fome of their affumed furnames feem to be de- 
ducible from the Greek language alfo ; the words PHI- 
LIN VS, SELEVCVS, &c. that occur in the fifth, 
fixth, &c. of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene inferiptions, 
being apparently fuch furnames. And this is farther con- 
Armed by the Palmyrene words now before me, and 
the correfpondent Greek infeription 5 in the former 
of which the Palmyrene, whofe memory has been 
perpetuated by the monument I am at prefent con- 
fidering, is called IARHiEVS, or IAR^EVS, and in 
the latter, T. AVRELIVS HELIODORVS. But, 
for a more particular account of the different appella- 
tions of the Palmyrenes, I muft refer th€ curious to 
the writer (22) laft mentioned here. 



(20) Seller's rfppend. c- ii. p. 187, 188, 189, 190, &c< LoncL 
1705. 

(21) Dawk. Aiarm. Patmyren, Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9. viii, 
16. ix, 17. x, 19. &c. 

(22^ Seller's Crit. ObfervaU &c. 

5 A 11. It 
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1 1 . It will at firft fight be allowed, that the forms 
of feveral of the letters, exhibited by the infcription 
I am attempting to illuffcrate, are considerably dif- 
ferent from thofe of the letters prefer ved by Mr, 
Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions ; tho v the forms 
of every particular element repeated in the firft of 
thefe monuments, at leaft if we may depend upon 
F. Montfaucons's copy, nearly refemble one another. 
From whence I would infer, that the letters of M. 
Spon's infcription were drawn at Rome, either by a 
perfon not fufficiently acquainted with the true forms 
of the Palmyrene letters -, or by a native of fome 
part of Syria, where an alphabet was ufed not ex- 
actly the fame with that of the Palmyrenes. The 
latter of which fuppoiitions feems to me atprefent 
the more probable. I fhall therefore, in eonfequence 
of this opinion, take for granted, at leaft till I can 
meet with a more accurate copy of the Roman Pal- 
myrene infcription, that the alphabet, to which its 
elements belonged, wasrfomething different from that 
of the Palmyrenes $ though I fhould not be fuprized, 
if hereafter, upon an infpe&ion of that infcription, 
thofe two alphabets fhould appear to be intirely the 
fame. Nor will this feem altogether improbable, if it 
be confidered, that (23 ) one of Mr. Dawkins's Palmy- 
rene infcriptions is only three years earlier, and (24) 
another of them not above feven years later, than the 
monument I have now in view. What is here ad- 
vanced will perhaps be thought not fo remote from. 



(23) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren* Infcript Palmyren. i, 8. 
f 24) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren* Infcript. Palmyren. iy, 9. 



truth. 
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truth, if we admit, what has been fuggefted by two 
(25) very great men; viz. that this marble was 
brought to Rome from Tadmor by the emperor 
Aurelian himfelf, after he had pillaged the latter 
of thofe cities, and treated its inhabitants with un- 
common cruelty, according to one of his own let- 
ters, ftill extant in (26) Vopifcus. Which notion 
if we think fit to adopt, we muft likewise allow, 
that the two deities exhibited by this ftone were 
BAAL, BELVS, or IVPITER, and the S VN ; thofe 
having been the deities, according to the authors who 
have efpoufed this notion, as well as (27) Zofimus, 
and not Herodian, as Dr. Hyde (28) afterts, whofe 
images were carried from Tadmor to Rome by that 
emperor. 

After what has been obferved on this head, I ftiali 
perhaps be excufed, if I lay before the Society the 
following alphabet, deduced from the Roman Pal- 
myrene infcription publifhed by Gruter and M. 
Spon. 



(25) Selden. ubi fup. The Hyd, Hijf. ReU Fit. Per/, p. u6 $ 
117. Oxon. 1700. 



( 26) Flav. Vopifc. in Aurelian* 

(27) Zofim. Lib. i. 
(25) Hyd. ubi fup, 



„ 2 The 
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jbtuj . J 4.0, 



j^PAiLMYRENE Alphabet, according to thelnfcription 

jbuilisbed by Gruter and Sport* 



Palmyr. 
Alepfi &K 


Hebr. 
tf Lamed 


Palmyr. 


Hebr 


Betft ^^3*3 


2 Ment 


Jl/t 


a 


Gimel «\ 


^ Jfan 


^4 


3 


Jkdtd, ""( ~[ 


*"t Satnccfo W -s7 


& 


He -M^r? >( -ri 


ft Ajw 


^A 


J> 


Vau. \*\ 


S JP€ 


:o; 


3 


* 

Za/n- 


I Tzade 


j» 


tf 


mak JJSJtfSJjJ 


H Ko/dt 




f> 


Teth I 


W Jiesc/i 


**~f ^t s ^x 


^ 


Jod J J 


S Schm 


w <o 


fr 


Cafih J d Zl 


~* Thau 


MV*U 


t) 



It may not be improper to obferve, that the forms 
of the Nun and the Ajin> in this alphabet, approach 
nearer the modern Syriac forms of thofe letters* if 
they do not intirely agree with them, than they do 
thofe of the fame elements in the proper alphabet of 
the Palmyrenes. 

X2,With 
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i a* With regard to the numeral charafters, ftill 
vifible on the Roman marble, it may not be amifs to 
remark, that the laft of them fcems to have been 
altered by time. It was probably at firft two fhort 
ftrait lines, which exprefs the number Two in 
fomc of (29) Mr.Dawkins's Palmyrene infcriptions. 
If this fliould be admitted by the members of our 
moft learned Society, they will not be difpleafed to 
fee the following numeral table, deduced from the 
Infcription I have been confidering, from Un ity to 
a Thousand, »ot a little resembling that of the 
true and proper Palmyrenes. 



PALMYKENE Numerals front One to a Thou land , 
according to tJbc Inscription ptt6lt/?J d by Gutter , 



/»*?/ 



4J. 



PC *WA 
DCC "W'A 

dccc *>///a 

DCCCC ~> //// A 

DCCCCXX 3V///M 

DCCCCXL 33W///A 

DCCCCJLX0)3>///M 

DCCCCLXXX 3333*>//// A 



"t>«4 1 Xl< 



LX 



}3 



):>:> 



M ~>">/ 



IXX ^>^)> 

lxxx .»:» 

XC *t>3333 

c *>/ 
cc t> // 



XXI 
XXH 

xxm 



/3 

//o 



XXIV //// 3 



XXV 



43 



XXVI /AD 
XXVH //4 3 

xxvm ///A 3 

XXEX ////A J 



CCCC ■>////! XXX ~T>3 



XI /-^ 

XII //""!> 

xm w^t> 

XEV ////>> 

XV ^^> 

XVI /-Tt> 

XViX /M^l> 

xvra 111 x^> 

XIX //// ^>> 

J\. A- —J 



I / 

BL /• 

m tn 

IV //// 

VI / 4 

VBL //-I 



vm tu\ 

IX ////-V 

x ->• 



(29) Dawk, jj&r*fc Patmym. Infcrigt Palmjvcn, iv, 9. v, xi. 

This 



[ 742 ] 

This table, if the manner of numeral expref- 
ladn offered to the confideration of the Society in 
the beginning of this letter be allowed, may be con- 
tinued ad infinitum* 

13. It is worthy obfervation, that the word TI113, 
HIS SONS, in the Roman Palmyrene infcription, de- 
noted lAJRJEVS's whole family, and confequently in- 
cluded both the wife (as manifeftly appears from the 
Greek infcription anfwering to it) and the daughters 
(if he had any) of that Palmyrene, From whence 
we may conclude, that this word was pretty fre- 
quently ufed in fuch an extenfive fignification, about 
the middle of the third century after Christ, and 
probably much (30) earlier, at leaft in fome parts of 
the Eaft. 

As I have expatiated fo largely upon Gruter's 
Palmyrene infcription, with which perhaps it may 
be thought I was not at firft fo immediately con- 
cerned, I am afraid you will efteem me too pro- 
lix. I (hall therefore only beg leave farther to obferve, 
that fufficient acknowlegments can never be made 
to Mr. Dawkins, for the honour he has done his 
country v and fervice to the republic of letters, in 
copying fo exactly fuch a number of infcriptions, 
which were before intirely loft to the learned world ; 
and to aflure you that I am, with the higheft regard, 

SIR, 

Your mod obliged, 

and moft obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton. 



{30) VjJ, Schind. Ux. Pmtagku p* 2n. Hanovia?, 16x2. 

LET- 
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JC* 1 1 J& XV IV. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Oa. io, 1754. 

Read Nov. 14,1^0 T long after I had finifhed my 
»7S4- 1^1 conjedures upon the Palmyrene in- 
fcription publifhed by (1) Gruter and (2) M. Spon, 
I received a moft obliging letter from M. 1'Abbe 
Barthelemy, member of the Royal Academy of In- 
fcriptions and Belles-Letters at Paris, and keeper of 
the medals in the French king's cabinet; wherein he 
informed me, that he had taken great pains to ex- 
plain that infeription, and another drawn in the fame 
chara&er, publifhed likewife by (3) M. Spon. As 
he feemed to think, that he had not intirely deci- 
phered thofe inferiptions, he recommended it to me 
to take them both into my confideration, and try 
what I could make of them. I received alfo, at the 
fame time, from that very learned and polite gentle- 
man, as a prefenfc, a copy of his reflections upon 
the alphabet and language of Palmyra ; which, efpe- 
cially as the piece itfelf is the refult of great fagacity 
and erudition, I efteem as an additional favour. 
M. l'Abbe Barthelemy acquainted me in his letter, 
that he had procured a moft faithful and exa<ft copy 
of the fecond Roman Palmyrene infeription, which 
enabled him to exprefs it by the fquare, or Chaldee, 



(1) Jan. Gruter. Corp. InfcripU ex Recenf. £f Annotat. Joan* 
Georg. Graev. p. Ixxxvi. Amftelaedami, 1707. 

(2) Jac. Span. Mifcellan. Erudiu Antiquitat.p. u Lugduni* 1685. 

(3) Idem ibid. p. 3. 

letters 
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letters exhibited in his third plate. It may not be 
improper to obferve here, that we are obliged for 
the publication of this laft infeription to (4) F. 
Montfaucon, (?) Mr, Reland, and (6) Sig. Po- 
leni, as well as to M. Spon. 

In my anfwer of the 8th ittft. to M. l'Abb^s 
letter, dated at Paris, Sept. 5th, which reached me 
here the 12 th of the fame month, I told him, that 
I had drawn out my conje&ures upon the firft of the 
inscriptions he defired me to give fome attention to, 
before the arrival of his letter $ but that I could not 
at prefent find time to attempt an explication of the 
other. Nor indeed ought I to think of undertaking 
fuch a tafk, before I can procure an accurate copy 
of the infeription to be explained, which M # 1'Abbe 
Barthelemy fays he is in poffeffion of ; thofe to be 
met with in F. Montfaucon, Mr. Rcland, Slg. Po- 
leni, and M. Spon, being £0 inaccurately taken, 
that, with regard to the forms of the letters they 
exhibit, they cannot certainly be depended upon. 

If the fquare, or GhaWee, letters at the bottom of 
M.T Abbe's third plate do really anfwer to the Pal- 
myrene elements, they are intended to reprefent ; the 
SVNhadthename,orfurname,ofMALACHBELVS, 
MALACBELVS, or MALECBAL, that is to fay, 
KING BAAL, given him by the Palmyrenes. Which 



... ..< «. » 



(4) Montfauc. UAntiqutt. Expliq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 392. pL 
clxxix. 

(5) Hadrian. Reland. Palaji. IUuftrat.Tom. ii. p. 526. Traje&i 
Batavorum, 1714* 

(6) Joan. Polen. ZJttiufq. Tbtfdnr. Jnfiquitat. Romanar. & Gra~ 
tar* &rt>. Supplement. Vol. quart, p. 411, 654. Venetiis, 1737. 

it 
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if we admit, the names, or furnames, of AGLIBOL, 
or AGLEBAL, and MALECKAL, may be confi- 
dered as two different titles, or furnames, of the SVN j 
or rather as two appellations pointing out to us two 
pagan divinities, with which the Palmyrenes were 
fupplied by the different appearances, or influences, 
of the Sun in fummer and winter. This notion has 
been countenanced (7) by Salmafius, and fome (8) 
other very learned men. However, I muft frankly 
own* that I cannot, to my in tire fatisfk&ion, yet trace 
out the elements M.l'Abbe has favoured us wi h, in 
any of the copies of this infcription, that has hither- 
to fallen under my infpe&ion. 

That IVPITER and the SVN were looked upon as 
the fame deity, and denenmmtted BAAL, or BAAL 
SHEMESH, by the people of Abila, a town of Syria, 
at no very great diftance from the famous He iopolis, 
if not by the Palmyrenes ; we may, I think, fairly 
infer from an infcription in the Palmyrene character, 
copied by (9) Signiorc Pietto delta Valle, (to) at 
Teive, or Teibe, between two and three days ( 1 1 ) 
journey from Tadmor, in conjundion with a (12) 
Gxeek one published by Dr,Bernard, that appears poo 
the fame ftooe. The infcription in the Palniyrene cha* 



i n ■■!■■ u ii 1. ■■■ in nn . 1 ■ ^m.i. i m. ^ 



(7) C&uA. Salmaf. ad Flav. Vopifc. to &&>. Jm4m^ 

(8) Jan* Gruter. ubi fup< Joaa. Selden. BeDiis&yr. Syntag. li. 
p. 7.26. Lipfwe, 1668. Bochart. Chan. p. 811. Francofacti ad Mce* 
num, 1681. 

(9) Hadir, Reland, ube ftp. #• 5 a S* 5^ 

(ia) Jfbihjfyk TrmfiM. Vol. xuc, n. 217- p. 109* & n* suS. 

(if) Phihfoph. fht^3i Vol. xfo. it. 217. p. 109. 

(lot) Edir* Itemed. MmumM* Paimytm p. 2. R&tttaedaiiofi, 

f B raster, 
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rafter, as to the forms of fome of its letters, has 
either been a little inaccurately taken by Signiore 
Pietro della Valle himfclf 5 or a little inaccurately 
copied by Mr. Maflbn, from that gentleman's origi- 
nal papers. However, as the words AGATHA- 
GELVS, or AGATHANGELVS, ABILENVS, 
BAAL, and SHEMESH, therein plainly enough 
occur ; I would, if fuch a liberty might be indulged 
me by the learned, willingly beftow the following 
Latin and Englifh verfions upon the infcription now 
in view. 

See Plate xxx, Number 11. 

BAAL SHEMESH (BELO SOLI vcl DOMINO SOLI) 
DEO ABILENO DOMICILIVM (HABITATIONEM vel 
MANSIONEM) INCOLVMITATIS (vcl SALVTIS) FE- 
C1T AGATHANGELVS. 

AGATHANGELVS PREPARED A PLACE OF SAFE- 
TY, or HEALTH* FOR BAAL SHEMESH, THE SVN, 
or IVPITER THE THVNDERER, THE GOD OF 
THEABILENES. 

That the infcription, according to this interpre- 
tation, fufEciently exprefles the fenfe of the Greek 
one anfwering to it, though in a very concife man- 
ner, will not, I believe, be denied $ which may be 
confidered as a pretty ftrong prefumption, that my 
explication of it cannot be very remote from truth* 
But this will be ftill more evident from a clofer 

atten* 
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attention to the particular terms of which it is 
compofed. The fignification of the two firft 
words ww W?, BAAL SHEMESH, or DO- 
MINO SOLI, cannot well be miftaken. That 
the third word TO MAR, may be tranflated into 
Latin either (13) DOMINO or DEO, will by every 
orientalift be eafily allowed. The fourth manifeftly 
appears to be Bn&3R ABILENVS, or in Latin by 
appofition AB1LENO $ though the fecond, fourth, 
and fifth, of its letters have been fomething altered 
and effaced. The fifth 3DD may be looked upon as 
the fame with 3WB, or a», (14) DOMICILIVM, 
HABITATIONEM, MANSIONEM, &c. the Sy- 
rians (if) fometimes fuppreffing Vau, and ufing 
Samech for Schin. The fixth "ftim or (16) "lirDD, 
anfwers to the Latin INCOLVMITATIS, SALV- 
TIS, &c. The feventh MPp apparently denotes (17) 
FECIT, PERFECIT, ABSOLVIT, &c. the Sy- 
rians not feldom converting the Hebrew He in (18) 
verbs of this kind into Alepb. And the eighth, if 



(13) Edm. Caftel. Lex. HeptagloU p. 2128. Val. Schind. Lex. 
Ptntaglot. p. 1034* 1035* 

(14) Edm. Caft. ubi fup. p. 1648, Val. Schind. ubi fup. p. 814, 

815. 

(15) Seethe firft Roman Palmyrene infcription, as above ex- 
plained. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1826, & alib. 

(16) Vid. Targ. & Verf. Syriac. in Prov. ii. 7. & Caftel. ubi 
fiip. p. 2450. 

(17) Caftel. ubi fup. p. 2928, 2929. Schind. ubi fup. p. 13999 
1400. 

'18) Joh.Buxtorf. Thefaur. Gram. Hebr. p. 251, 252. Bafileae, 
►3. Buxtorf. Gram. Chald. et Syriac* p. 161. Bafilese, 1615. 
Schind* ubi fup. p. 313, 314, 315, &c. 

5 B % at 



(18 

160*. 
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ant allowance be made for a ftaall alteration in the 
fecond and fixth letters, will be DWUM, AGA- 
THAGELVS, AGATHAGGELVS, or> as the 
Greeks pronounced, and the Romans wrote it, AGA~ 
THANGELVS • the Greek Nu being (19) fome- 
times omitted in eaftern words^ and fometimes fop- 
plying the (jo) place of Dagefch Forte. Whence 
we may conclude, that the Afeitenes, who were 
neighbours to the Heliopolitan^, if not the people of 
Tadmor, took the Greek ZET2 KEPATNIOS, 
the Roman IVPITER PVLGVRATOR, or IV- 
PITER THE THVNDERER, and BAAL 
SHEMESH, or the SVN, for the fame deity ; and 
confequently that whether we look upon the words 
AGLIBOLVS and MALACHBELVS as pointing 
out to us IVPITER, or BELVS, and the SVN, (2 1 } 
as fome imagine, or only the latter of thofe deities, as 
others (22) will have it, we cannot greatly err. 
From the infcription now before 11s we may likewife 
colled:, that fome of the Syrians, inhabiting diftri&s 
not in the neighbourhood of Tadmor, made ufe of 
the very fame letters, or alphabet, about the year 
of our Lord 134, which then prevailed amongft the 
Palmyrenes. 

What has been here advanced, in relation to the 
identity of the Greek ZET2, the Roman IVPITER, 
and BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, is perfedly 
confonant to the fentiments of Macrobius on this 



**9m0mm 



(19) Bochart Chan. p. 833* 

(20) Idem ibid. & p. 534. 

(21) Zofim- Lib, i. Tho. Hyd. ti&Jt. Relvit.Perf. p. 117. 

(22) Jan. Gruter. & Joan. Selden. ubi fup* Sam. Bochart. ubi 
fup. p. Six. 

4 head ; 
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head j who exprefly (23) affirms* that the Greek 
ZET2, the Roman I VPITER, the principal god 
of the Heliopolitans, and therefore undoubtedly 
that of their neighbours the Abilenes, were the 
very fame deity with the SVN. Nee ipfe Jupiter, 
fays that writer, rex deorum, Solis nutumm videtur 
excedere } fed eumdem ejfe yovem ac Sokm darts 
docetur indiciis. In fupport of which affertion 
he cites Hotaer, Pkto, Cornificius> Pofidonius, 
and Cleanthes j who, according to him, abibliitely 
evince fucH a notion. The Adrians alfo, or Syri- 
ans, if we will believe (24) him, allowed the IV- 
PITER of the Heliopolitans* and therefore in all like- 
lihood the I VPITER of their neighbours the Abilenes, 
to have beeft BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN. Af 
fyrii quogue, adds he, Solem fub nomine Jovis (u e. 
BAAL, BAALIS, vel BELI), quern Dia Heltopo- 
li ten cognominant) maximis caremoniu celebrant in 
civitate^ qua Heliopolis nrmcupatur* Nay, which is 
dire&Iy in point, from the fame author it very clearly 
(1$) appears, thatlVPITER HELIOPOLITES was 
not only BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, bat like- 
wife, in conformity to our inferiptions, the ZETX 
KEPATNI02, or I VPITER THE THVN- 
DERER, of the Greeks* Hmc vem 3 continues 
he, eumdem Jovem Solem que ejfe cum etc ipfo fixer o~ 
rum ritUy turn ex habitu Smfcttur. Simulacrum 
enim aureum fpecie imberbi in ft at dextra elevata 



(23) Macrob. Saturn. LlKt c» xxiti p, ai£~*f7» Lond* 
1694. 

(24) Idem ibid, 

(25) Idem ibid. 
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cvm flagro in avrig^e modvm j lava tenet 
FVLMEN et /picas , qua cunSia Jovis Sdlifque con* 
fociatam potentiatn monftrant. Sanchoniatho, Philo 
Byblius, Servius, Herodian, Julius Capitolinus, and 
others, in effeft likewife aflert the (26) fame thing. 
And that the Sun was antiently worfhiped in thofe 
parts of Syria, bordering upon Palaeftine, under the 
name of Shemejh, or Baal Shemejh, is fufficiently 
implied by the local names Beth Sheme/h f the temple 
of Shemejh, or the Sunj Ir Shemejh, the city of She* 
mejhy or the Sun; Har Shemejh, the mountain of 
Shemejh, or the Sun, &c* which (27) not feldom occur 
in Scripture. It has been remarked by Salmafius (28) f 
that feveral nations and cities of the Eaft paid divine 
honours to the Sun under different appellations, 
each of them having one or more peculiar to itfelf. 
The people of Tadmor gave him the furnames of 
Aglibolus, and Malachbelus, as has been already ob- 
ferved j the citizens of Emefa, or Hems, called him 
Alagabalus, Elagabalus, or Heliogabalus ; the Perfians 
denominated him Miher, or Mhr, which was convert- 
ed into Mitbra by the Greeks ; the Babylonians digni- 
fied him with the title of Baal, or Bel, importing 
Lord ; and the Abilenes, according to the infeription 
I have been endeavouring to decipher, Baal Shemejh. 
With regard to the nature of the manfion, cham- 
ber, or apartment, erefted and fitted up by AG A- 
THANGELVS for BAAL SHEMESH, the SVN, 



(26; Bochart ubi fup. p. 736, 737. 

(27) Matth. Hiller. Ontmajl. Sacr. p, 771, 772. Tubing*, 17061 

(28) Claud* Salmaf. ubi tap* 



or 
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or rVTITER THE THVNDERER, I muft refer 
the curious to what has been faid by (29) Mr. Seller, 
and the authors cited by him, on this head -, as I can- 
not, confidently with the brevity here propofed, at pre- 
fent expatiate farther upon it To what has been ad- 
vanced, in order to illuftrate this infcription, which 
has never hitherto been explained, feveral other par- 
ticulars, perhaps not altogether unworthy the atten- 
tion of the learned, might have been added, were it 
not for the reafon juft hinted at. For as I may pro- 
bably be thought to have treated the point before me 
in too copious, or rather prolix, a manner $ it might 
be deemed improper to offer any farther obfervations 
at this time relative to it. I fhall therefore only 
intreat you to believe me to be, with fhc greateft 
refped: and efteem, 

ST P 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

Joha Swinton. 

(29) Sel. ubi flip, p. 364—369. 



JS xv R A X A. 

P. 724. 1. r 3, 14. read— mft and KTft, 
P. 726.I. 3. immediately alter the parenthefis, read-~unlefs we (up* 
$ofe it to have been origi naUy *$X 

LETTER 
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LETTER V.. 

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, oa. 21, 1754. 

Read Nov. 14, JN my laft letter I intimated to you, 
J 7S4- x th^ J h ac i no intention to offer any 
conjectures, at leafl for the prefent, upon the fecond 
Roman Palmy rene infeription, published by F. Mont- 
faucon, Mr. R eland, Sig. Poleni, and M. Spon, 
for the reafon therein affigned. But having fince 
been prompted by my curiolity to compare Mr. Re- 
land's copy of it 3 by the afliftance of the two Pal- 
myrene alphabets I imagine myfelf to have difco- 
vered, with the Chaldee letters, that appear at the 
bottom of M. l'Abbe Barthelemy's third plate; I 
find that the latter may be fuppofed tolerably well to 
reprefent the former, and from thence am induced 
to conclude, that M. l'Abbe s copy of the fame in- 
feription muft have been pretty accurately taken. 
This has excited me to attempt, with all the atten- 
tion I am capable of, an explication of that in- 
feription ; the refult of which I now do myfelf the 
honour to fend you, drawn up in the fhorteft, and 
moft concife, manner poffible. 

The infeription then, after the introduction of an 
emendation in the fecond line, and of two addi- 
tional letters in the third, which I would recom- 
mend to the confideration of the learned, may 
perhaps be pretty eafily exhibited in the Chaldee 
character, and demonftrated to exprefs the fenfe of 
the Latin infeription, with which it is fuppofed to 
correfpond* 

The 
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The fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, pub- 
limed by Mr. Reland, from a copy taken of it by 
Mr.Maflon, in his PalaJi.IlluJirat.Tora.u,^. fi6, 
Traje&i Batavorum, 1714,. 

See Plate xxx, Number m. 

wafa crrho tsnaa snp 

ARAM HANC MALACHBELO ET DIIS TADMOR 
OBTVLIT (vel DEDICAVIT) TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS 
CALBIENSES ET TADMORIENSES (vel PALMYRENI) 
DIIS SVIS VOTVM SOLVERVNT. 

TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS DEDICATED THIS ALTAR 
TO M&LACHBELVS AND THE GODS OF TADMOR: 
THE CALBITES AND THE TADMORITES (or PAL- 
MYRENES) HAVE PERFORMED THE VOW THEY 
MADE TO THEIR GODS. 

The terms, which form this infcription, are fo clear 
and intelligible, that it would be fuperfluous to ex- 
patiate upon them. My converfion of M. l'Abbe 
Barthelemy's dubious Samecb and Jod, the powers of 
which he feems not abfolutely to have afcertained, 
into Jod and Alepb, in the word KW3. at the end 
of the fecone line, is fufficiently juilified, and even 
rendered inconteftable, by the word KnOVfl. that 
immediately follows, and the correfpondent Latin 

J C infcription. 
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infcription. That part of the feventh letter in 
|0)fWJ^? has been connected with the preceding 
element, and the other part defaced by the injuries 
of time, at firft fight feems clearly enough to ap- 
pear ; though, had this not been the cafe, we may 
eafily conceive, from what has been already obferved, 
that the Palmyrenes fometimes in the affix pf) might 
have omitted the letter ( i) Van. The pronoun (2) 
m» or (3) *n> (not fit, (4) which is undoubtedly £fe- 
brew) and the words HnDThl »Ao Tip Xftby 
ptivbtib are all of them of the pure Syriac form. 
As for CTTCp OHM, TIBERI VS CL A VDIVS, feve- 
ral fimilar inftances of fuch Roman proper names, 
written in the Palmy rene character, have already (5) 
been produced. 

That the laft word was originallv 1QW> SOLVE- 
RVNT, or rather VOTVM SOLVERVNT, HAVE 
PERFORMED THE VOW, as I have taken the 
liberty to tranflate it here, is clearly evinced by the 
latter part of the Latin infcription y with which this 
tranflation fo eaa&ly correfponds. The term 1D^B% 
as confined to the fignification now affigned it, is 
apparently (6) Syriac -, and occurs both in the (7) 
Old and New Teftament. Hence we may conclude, 
that TIBERIVS CLA VDIVS, by the dedication of 
this altar, enabled feveral of the CALBITES and 
TADMORITES, who a&ed under his command, to 

(1) See my Third Letter^ p. 734. 1. 5. 

(2) Edixn Caftel. Lex HeptagloU p. 631, 632. Lond. 1669. 

(3) Idem. ibid. 

(4) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaglot. p. 467. Hanovise, 1612. Caftel* 
ubi fup. p. 1019. 

(5) See my Firji and Second Letters. 

(6) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hepiaglot. p. 3766. 

(7} Psal, xxii. 25, Matth. v. 33. 

perform 
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perform or accomplish a vow they had made j and that 
he conducted fome important enterprize, which had 
occafioned that vow, with great fuccefs. Whether the 
principal figure on that fide of the ftone, which exhi- 
bits the Palmyrene infcription, was intended to repre- 
fent the SVN (8), as F. Montfaucon and others have 
afferted ; or TIBERI VS CLAVDIVS himfelf, as 
fome perhaps may fuppofe not lefs probable * r I fhall 
not pretend to decide : but that the inference here de- 
duced from the term, which I have now been consi- 
dering, can by no means be deemed unjuft, will, I 
flatter myfelf, by the learned be very readily allowed. 
Who the CALBITES mentioned in this infcrip- 
tion were, we cannot fo eafily learn from any of the 
Greek or Latin authors. However, I make not the 
leaft doubt, but they muft have belonged to the 
Calbites taken notice of by (9) Abulfeda, the cele- 
brated Arabian hiftorian $ who, according to that 
writer, were a tribe of Arabs that acknowledged 
for their great progenitor Calb Ebn Wabra, de- 
fended in a right line from Hamyar, the fon of 
Saba, the fifth of the antient kings of Yaman. This 
tribe, in the times of ignorance (10), that is to fay, 
before the introduction of Iflamifm into Arabia, oc- 
cupied Dawmat Al Jandal, Tabuc, and feveral other 
places upon the confines of Syria. From whence, in 
conjun&ion with the infeription now before me, which 
perhaps was brought to Rome from Tadmor by 
the emperor Aurelian himfelf, we may infer, that 



mmm 



(8) Montfauc. UAntiq. Expliq. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 391, 392. 

(9) Ifm. Abulfed, in cap. DeArab. pur. Poc. Not. in Spec. Hift. 
Arab. p. 40, 41. Oxon. 1650. 

(10) Al Kadi Saed Ebn Ahmed Andalofen. ap»d Greg. Abui 
Faraj. in Ktfl. Dynqft. p. 159. Oxon. 1663. 

5 C 2 the 
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the Calbites, before the birth of Mohammed, 
probably extended themfelves from Dawmat AI 
Jandal and Tabuc to the borders of Palmyrene, and 
were- even poffefled of fome diftridts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tadmor. According to the correfpond- 
ent (11) Latin infcription, the TADMORITES, 
or PALMYRENES, as well as the (12) CAL- 
BITES, mentioned here to have expreffed fuch a re- 
gard for their local or tutelary deities, mull have been 
foldiers belonging to the third cohort of one of the 
Roman legions, then quartered either at Tadmor, or 
fome other place in the territories of the Palmyrenes. 
But who TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS was, what com- 
mand he had affigned him in the Roman forces, or 
even at what time precifely he lived, for want of 
fufficient light from antient hiftory, I cannot at pre- 
fent take upon me to determine. 

Thus, Sir, you have my thoughts upon the fecond 
Roman Palmyrene infcription, the only one of thofe 
hitherto published, which I have not already touched 
upon, laid before you with all poffible brevity. For 
the reft, I remain, with the higheft refpedt and 
efteem, S I R, 

Your moil obedient humble fervant, 

John Swinton, 



(11) Jacob. Spon. Mifcelkn. Erudit. Antiquitat. p. 3. Lugduni, 
1685. 

(12) It appears from Eutychius, that the Calbitcs acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the emperor Heraclius, and that even part of a 
body of troops, affembled by that prince to oppofe the Moflem 
forces, was drawn out of their tribe, in the Khalifat of Abu Beer. 
Eutych. Annah Tom, ii, p, 270—273, Oxon, 1656. 
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